
BAD IMITATION 

Friday, July 20 

Reading: Psalm 112 
 

Psalm 112:6  Surely the righteous will never be shaken; they will be remembered forever. 7  They  
will have no fear of bad news; their hearts are steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 

 

Even though Elvis Presley died over 40 years ago, he is still alive and well in the imitation of 

Elvis impersonators around the globe. About a year ago in the UK edition of The Sun, the 

headline read “Elvis impersonator is so bad he’s banned from doing pub karaoke in his home 

town”. Apparently 64-year old Richard Carpenter’s act was so bad and his treatment of other 

performers and DJ’s was so awful that he was banned from karaoke at both local pubs. He now 

has to travel 13 miles to imitate Elvis on stage. 
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Psalm 112 parallels Psalm 111 in many ways. While Psalm 111 describes God and His eternal 

character, Psalm 112 tells us to imitate God. Both psalms begin with a command to “praise the 

Lord” but many of the verses and thoughts between these two psalms parallel one another.  
 

Psalm 112 picks up where the previous psalm ended. Because “the fear of the Lord is the 

beginning of knowledge” (111:10), therefore “blessed are those who fear the Lord” (112:1). 

Notice some of the parallels between these two psalms. 
 

1. God’s great works are “pondered by all who delight in them” (111:2). So those who fear the 

Lord “find great delight in His commands” (112:1).  
 

2. While God’s deeds show that “His righteousness endures forever (111:3), the upright are 

blessed by God because “their righteousness endures forever” (112:2-3).  
 

3. “The LORD is gracious and compassionate” – remembering His covenant (111:4). In 

comparison God gives light to the upright – to “those who are gracious and compassionate 

and righteous” (112:4). 
 

4. God “provides food for those who fear Him…giving them the lands of other nations” (111:5-

6). Likewise, “good will come to those who are generous and lend freely…they have freely 

scattered their gifts to the poor” (112:5, 9). 
 

5. God “remembers His covenant forever” (111:5), while “the righteous will never be shaken; 

they will be remembered forever” (112:6). 
 

6. God’s “precepts are trustworthy and established forever” (111:7-8) and the righteous “are 

steadfast, trusting in the LORD” (112:7). 
 

So what should we make of all this? I believe the message is clear. We are to be imitators of our 

Father in heaven. In Ephesians 5:1, the Apostle Paul wrote, “Be imitators of God as dear 

children.”  
 

So how is your “imitation” of God? Are the character, righteousness, and generosity of God 

evident in the way you live? Or are just another “bad Elvis impersonator”? When people look at 

you, can they see the image of God shining through your life?   
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  https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/4424866/elvis-impersonator-so-bad-karaoke-ban/ 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Job 4-6; 1 Corinthians 12 


