
PROVERBS 25-29: PATTERNS OF WISDOM pt 2 

Wednesday, July 20 

Reading: Proverbs 29:2-16 
 

Proverbs 29:6  Evildoers are snared by their own sin, but the righteous shout for joy and are glad. 
 

WISDOM ABOUT RULERS (29:4, 14) – These two proverbs tell us that a leader must be just and 

compassionate for his kingdom to be stable. A corrupt leader will result in corrupt people (see 29:16). A leader 
who is in it for himself will ignore the poor and needy in favor of his own agenda and advancement. This 

reminds us that a person’s character (who they are) is just as important as their platform (what they do and say).  
 
WISDOM ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS (29:5-6, 13) – There are several applications to draw from Proverbs 

29:5-6. (1) The net (rešet̠) spread for their feet may be a trap for the one hearing the flattery as his neighbor is 
trying to manipulate him for some selfless end. (2) The trap could also be for the one who believes the flattery. 

They begin to get an inflated opinion of themselves and thus be set up for a fall. (3) The net could be a trap for 
the one spreading the flattery. Each exaggeration or lie must be covered by another untruth until he is caught in 
a web of lies and deceit from which he cannot escape. All these applications are true but 29:6 leans more toward 

the third one. Sin is a trap! The righteous can “shout for joy and are glad” because they do not have a guilty 
conscious weighing them down. Instead of a net for the feet, Proverbs 29:13 speaks of God giving sight to the 

eyes. The world often classifies people into the poor (rûš) and the oppressors – the ‘haves and the have nots.’ 
But with God there is a level playing field. He does not play favorites. Life (“sight to the eyes”) is a gift from 
God to all people. The focus on sight in this verse is a reminder that all people need to seek a relationship with 

God. We also must see each other as God sees us and build relationships according to God’s wisdom and ways. 
 

WISDOM ABOUT THE WICKED (29:7, 12) – These proverbs are connected by their focus on the wicked. 
First, the wicked are not concerned about the poor around them (7). If they do something to help the poor it is 
only for selfish reasons – to gain some political or social advantage or make them feel good. But if there is 

nothing in it for self, they will not get involved. This attitude in leaders will filter down to all those under them 
(12). When leaders become accustomed to believing lies, wicked people will tell them exactly what they want 

to hear! The remedy for both of these problems is to imitate our heavenly Father who repeatedly expressing His 
concern for the poor in His Word. We are to show concern not out of some social consciousness or to gain 
‘brownie points’ for ourselves. We do it not for what we can get, but for what we can give. This is a definition 

of godly character. 
 

WISDOM ABOUT FOOLS (29:8-9, 11) – These last proverbs in the chiasm are connected by the fool and his 
anger. A fool’s anger brings nothing but chaos. He only wants to argue until he gets his own way. Those who 
live by God’s wisdom do not stir up trouble (8), are not controlled by their emotions (9), and do not ‘fly off the 

handle’ (11). They instead seek to calm tense situations, be reasonable in arguments, and have self-control over 
their emotions.  
 

“But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy  

and good fruit, impartial and sincere” (James 3:17) 

 

 

 

 
READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Revelation 20 


