
PROVERBS 25-29: ALLIES OF FRIENDSHIP 

Friday, July 1 

Reading: Proverbs 27:5-10 
 

Proverbs 27:9  Perfume and incense bring joy to the heart, and the pleasantness of a friend springs from their heartfelt advice. 
 

Newspaper man Walter Winchell once wrote, “A real friend is one who walks in when the rest of the world 

walks out.”
1  

These proverbs continue the discussion of friendship by giving us some positive traits to follow.  

 

CORRECTION (27:5-6) – Irish playwright Oscar Wilde said, “True friends stab you in the front.”
1
 At first 

glance this does not seem to be a positive. We don’t like to be corrected. But to not correct a friend who is 

going down the wrong path is not love. Love desires the best for others even if that means a momentary hurt 

when confronting wrong. Literally verse 6 reads, “Faithful are the wounds of a friend.” True love shows people 

the error of their ways and faithfully helps them back to the right path. It is an enemy who “kisses” you with 

kindness in order to take advantage of you.  

 

MODERATION (27:7) – When you are full even the sweetest thing is not appetizing.  But when you are hungry 

anything tastes good. This proverb reminds us to avoid extremes. Neither despising what is good nor being 

hungry for what is not is profitable. The point revolves around what we fill our lives with and what we are 

hungry for. If we fill ourselves with the things of the world we will loathe (literally ‘trample’) the sweet things 

of God. If we are not rooted in God’s wisdom, the “bitter” things of the world will taste sweet to us. When 

applied to friendship, we should not only look for friends who will be honest with us (27:5-6) but who will also 

keep us balanced and seeking to fill our lives with the wisdom of God. What areas do you need to balance in 

your life? 

 

NURTURE (27:8) – A nest is a place of security, protection, and nurturing. The bird here is female so may 

imply a mother bird who is abandoning her responsibilities to her young. It could also be a picture of a young 

bird that leaves the nest too soon and its life and growth is put in jeopardy. In either case, the illustration points 

out the dangers for anyone leaving their place of security and nurture. This principle applies to home and 

family, the church family, and friendships. All of these should be places of safety and care for one another; a 

place where the love of God is shared for the mutual good. To abandon these nurturing relationships physically 

or emotionally is to put your life in mortal danger. Is your desire to build up your friends, family, and church in 

the Lord? 

 

COUNCIL (27:9) – Advice that comes from the heart is compared to perfume and incense (or oil). “The oil 

soothes and the perfume sweetens. Both are desirable; both are comforting and enriching.”
2
 It is not just the 

council that is sweet but the person who gives it when it comes from a concerned heart and love for their friend. 

 

DEPENDABILITY (27:10) – Proverbs 17:17 reminds us that “a friend loves at all times, and a brother is born 

for a time of adversity.” Often when disaster strikes family may be too far away for immediate help. It is at 

times like these that we discover who our true friends are – friends that will stand by us – friends who will 

“walk in when the rest of the world walks out.” Are you a dependable friend? 
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READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Revelation 7 


