
OTHNIEL: THE FIRST JUDGE 

Thursday, July 1 

Reading: Judges 3:7-11 
 

Judges 3:10  The Spirit of the LORD came on him, so that he became Israel’s judge and went to war.  

The LORD gave Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram into the hands of Othniel, who overpowered him. 
 

Othniel was the nephew of Caleb. We first meet Caleb in Numbers 13-14 where he is chosen by 

Moses as one of the twelve men to spy out the land of Canaan when the people first arrived at the 

border. Only he and Joshua stood in faith and proclaimed that with God on their side they could 

conquer the Promised Land. However, the other ten spies convinced the nation otherwise and the 

Israelites wondered in the wilderness for forty years for their disobedience. After the Conquest 

led by Joshua, Caleb requested he be given the part of the land he had surveyed forty-five years 

earlier and it was granted (Joshua 14). 

 

This is where Othniel first appears (Joshua 14:13-19; repeated in Judges 1:11-15, 20). He leads 

the attack and captures Kiriath Sepher and is rewarded with the hand of Caleb’s daughter Aksah 

in marriage. They were given the dry lands of the Negev as their home. Othniel’s wife asks her 

father Caleb to please give her some springs of water as well so they could survive in these 

barren lands. Caleb gave her much more than she asked for by giving both the upper and lower 

springs. 

 

In chapter 3, Othniel is once again called on to lead the people. They had forgotten the Lord and 

turned to idols. This must have broken the heart of Othniel. For eight years God allowed Cushan-

Rishathaim, king of Aram Naharaim to oppress and control the Israelites. His name means “the 

dark double-wicked one”, possibly used to provoke fear in his enemies. But Othniel is not afraid. 

 

However, for this task he would need more than his skill as a warrior. It was not enough to be the 

son-in-law of the great hero Caleb or to have a faithful wife supporting him. To complete this 

task, Othniel needed the empowerment of the Spirit of God. In God’s strength Othniel led the 

people in victory and into 40 years of peace. 

 

The life of Othniel reminds us of where we get our power for living. When Othniel’s wife asked 

for springs of water from her father, he gave her more than she expected. This reminds us of our 

first source of power – PRAYER. When we pray to our heavenly Father He often gives us more 

that we ask. Sometimes it may not be what we expected, but God always answers our prayers. 

 

Our second source of power is the HOLY SPIRIT. In the Old Testament, the Spirit worked in a 

different way. He would come upon people to empower then for a particular task. But His 

presence was not permanent. It also did not guarantee that the person would be spiritually 

changed (We’ll see this later with Samson). However today when we receive God’s free gift of 

salvation, the Holy Spirit comes and indwells us and never leaves. He helps us to live for Christ, 

guides us into the truth of God’s Word, and empowers us to be witnesses for the Lord. 

 

Are you ‘taking advantage’ of the power God has given you? 

 

 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalms 50-55; 1 Corinthians 1 


