
2 KINGS: HEZEKIAH’S CRISIS  

Monday, July 1 

Reading: 2 Kings 19:1-34 
 

2 Kings 19:14  Hezekiah received the letter from the messengers and read it. Then he went up to the temple  

of the LORD and spread it out before the LORD. 15  And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD: “LORD, the God of Israel, 

enthroned between the cherubim, you alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven  

and earth. 16  Give ear, LORD, and hear; open your eyes, LORD, and see; listen to the words Sennacherib has  

sent to ridicule the living God. 
 

King Hezekiah of Jerusalem is described as one who did what was right in the sight of the Lord. His 

trust in God was such that “there was no one like him among all the kings of Judah, either before him or 

after him” (2 Kings 18:5). He led the people of the southern kingdom back to God. In the sixth year of 

his reign Assyria conquered the northern kingdom of Israel. Hezekiah joined a rebellion against the rule 

of Assyria and in the fourteenth year of his reign the Assyrian king Sennacherib invaded Judah and 

captured most of its cities. The Assyrian army then laid siege to Jerusalem. The commander in charge 

urged Hezekiah to stop trusting in God and surrender. The gods of other nations had not helped them so 

why did he think Israel’s God would save them (read 2 Kings 18 for more details). 

 

Unlike the wicked kings of Israel, Hezekiah knew where to turn. He seeks the counsel of God’s prophet 

Isaiah. The prophet tells him not to be afraid for God will deliver the city and the king of Assyria will go 

home only to be assassinated. When he receives more threats from the Assyrians Hezekiah took the 

message and “spread it out before the Lord and prayed.” Isaiah returns with another promise from God 

that the Assyrians “will not enter this city” and God “will defend this city and save it.” 

 

LESSON ONE: “This is a Day of Distress.” The teaching that those who are faithful to God will never 

experience troubles but will always be “healthy, wealthy, and wise” is not true!  Hezekiah was more 

faithful to God than any king of Judah yet the Assyrians still came!  Satan does not have to pay attention 

to believers who are not living for the Lord. He focuses on those who are making an impact for God’s 

kingdom. Are you living for God in such a way that you would draw Satan’s attention? Do you believe 

that “If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31). 

 

LESSON TWO: “He Spread it Out Before the Lord.”  Hezekiah knew just what to do in a crisis. He 

consulted God’s Word through Isaiah the prophet and he took the situation to the Lord in prayer. I like 

that phrase “he spread it out before the Lord.” What a wonderful description. “Here it is, Lord. Help!” 

Notice that even in the midst of an emergency, Hezekiah begins his prayer with worship and praise. Too 

often we jump right into our needs and requests without stopping to worship God for who He is. Second, 

notice the reason for Hezekiah’s prayer of deliverance. It is because the enemy had ridiculed the living 

God. The king’s desire was for God’s name to be glorified when the nations saw how He delivered His 

people. When we make our requests in prayer what is our motivation? Is it merely for our benefit or the 

benefit of others? Or do we want God to receive glory through answering our prayers? How good are we 

at spreading out our prayers before the Lord, holding back nothing and trusting Him fully? 
 

  

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Psalms 41-44; Romans 14 


