
ZEPHANIAH: DELIGHT OF THE LORD 

Sunday, July 19 

Reading: Zephaniah 2:4 – 3:20 
 

Zephaniah 3:15  The LORD has taken away your punishment, he has turned back your enemy. The  
LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm… 17  The LORD your God is  
with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer  
rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing.”  

 

After the call to seek the Lord, God turns His focus to four Gentile nations. The Philistines had 

been enemies of Israel since the days of the Judges. God promised that their land situated on the 

coast of Mediterranean Sea would belong to God’s people (2:4-7). Next to be judged were Moab 

and Ammon (1:8-11). While not a physical threat to Israel, they were always insulting and 

mocking the people of God. For this, God would wipe them out like Sodom and Gomorrah and 

the Israelites would plunder their land. The last two nations on God’s list are Cush and Assyria 

(1:12-15). Cush was located in the upper Nile region and probably represents all of Egypt. Egypt 

had always been one of the “superpowers” in the Middle East. But they too would feel the 

judgment of God. Assyria was the dominant force of the day. But they would soon fall and their 

capital of Nineveh, which thought it was so great, would lie in ruins. 

 

The prophet now abruptly changes his focus and declares God’s judgment on Jerusalem. The 

people do not trust in God. The rulers, prophets, and priests are people who “know no shame.” 

They are living for themselves and not for the Lord (3:1-5). God’s judgment on the nations 

should have turned His people back to Him, but instead it only drove them to act more corruptly. 

For this God promises to judge them with the rest of the nations when “the whole world will [be] 

consumed by the fire of My jealous anger” (3:6-8). 

 

Finally God promises a future restoration for His people. He will purify a remnant that calls on 

His name and puts their trust in Him (3:9-13). He encourages them to sing and rejoice will all 

their heart because He has taken away their punishment and He will bring them home (3:14-20).   

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

The day of restoration Zephaniah refers to is tied to the coming of Messiah. He is called “the 

LORD, the King of Israel, and the Mighty Warrior who saves” (3:15-17). Revelation 19 describes 

Jesus’ return as the Mighty Warrior who destroys His enemies and sets up His kingdom. All this 

is not because of their own actions. In 3:14-20, ten times God says “I will” do this! The name 

LORD (Yahweh) reminds us that Jesus is Deity – God the Son. What greater cause of delight 

could His children have! But the promise is more than God being with His people. Verse 17 says 

God will take great delight in His people and will rejoice over them with singing. What an 

awesome thought! Have you ever considered the love and joy we bring to the heart of God? And 

it is not because we are good. It is because Jesus paid the price for our salvation. Take some time 

to meditate on the “I will’s” of God in these verses… and rejoice. 
 

 


