
REVELATION: THE SEALS 

Friday, July 19 

Reading: Revelation 6:1-17 
 

Revelation 6:1  I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then I heard one of the four  

living creatures say in a voice like thunder, “Come!”  
 

In his old age, the Apostle John was exiled to the prison island of Patmos for his faith. While there he 

received the vision that concludes the New Testament. The book of Revelation is all about Jesus Christ. 

It is He who is revealed in its pages. John begins with a vision of the glorified Christ (Revelation 1). 

Christ then gives messages to seven churches in Asia Minor that describe the good and bad things in 

their church (Revelation 2-3). Then the scene shifts from earth to the throne of God where the Father 

and the Lamb worshipped through five “waves of praise” (Revelation 4-5). 

 

Much of the rest of the book describes God’s judgment on sinful humanity in what we often call the 

Tribulation period. Revelation 6 gives us a wide-angle picture of what those seven years will look like. 

It will be a time when Satan’s counterfeit of Christ – the Antichrist – will reign (1
st
 Seal). It will be a 

time of war (2
nd

 Seal), famine (3
rd

 Seal), and death (4
th

 seal). It will be a time of martyrdom for those 

who trust in Christ (5
th

 Seal). And it will be a time of great natural disasters and catastrophes on the 

earth and in the sky (6
th

 Seal). 

 

Despite the fact that people know these judgments are from God, their hearts are not changed. They 

refuse to repent. They would rather die than turn to God for salvation. 

 

LESSON ONE: “A White Horse…Its Rider Held a Bow.” The description of this first rider sounds very 

similar to that of Christ in Revelation 19. There Christ is seen riding a white horse. He has many crowns 

on His head and is coming to conquer His enemies. But when you look closely, this first rider is merely 

a pale imitation of Christ. One of Satan’s favorite deceptions is to imitate God. This rider on the white 

horse is his ultimate imitation. He is the ruler the sinful world has been longing for. We know him better 

as the Antichrist. He is not only opposed to Christ but will try to replace Him. That he carries a bow but 

no arrows reveals that his conquest will be a peaceful one. Don’t be deceived by Satan’s imitations! 

How does knowing God’s Word and having a deepening relationship with the Lord help us see through 

Satan’s deceptions?  

 

LESSON TWO: “How Long, Sovereign Lord.” ‘How long?’ has been the cry of God’s people 

throughout the ages. Here it is the believers who have been martyred for their faith that cry out “How 

long.” They are not asking for revenge but for God’s justice! They ask this on the basis of God’s 

character as the Sovereign Lord who will always do what is right. They are given white robes that 

represent the righteousness of Christ and they are told to be patient. It often seems that evil is triumphing 

while the godly are suffering. We wonder what God is doing because we cannot see the full scope of His 

plan. But when we approach the difficulties and trials of life with the proper attitude, then our prayer of 

“How long” is really just another way of praying the Lord’s Prayer.  It is the cry of our heart to see 

“Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” Can you patiently wait and trust 

God when things are falling apart all around you? What are some Christian truths and practices that can 

strengthen your faith and trust in the Lord? 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Psalms 97-100; 1 Corinthians 12 


