
PROVERBS 25-29: PATTERNS OF WISDOM pt 1 

Tuesday, July 19 

Reading: Proverbs 29:2-16 
 

Proverbs 29:3  A man who loves wisdom brings joy to his father, but a companion of prostitutes squanders his wealth.  
 

Proverbs 29:2-16 is written in a chiastic structure. “A chiasm…is a literary device in which a sequence of ideas 

is presented and then repeated in reverse order. The result is a ‘mirror’ effect as the ideas are ‘reflected’ back in 
a passage. Each idea is connected to its “reflection” by a repeated word, often in a related form.”1 You can see 

how the verses mirror each other in the following chart.1 We will follow this structure in our discussion of these 
verses. 
 

A  When the Righteous Thrive (2) 

      B  Wisdom and a Father’s Joy (3) 

              C  A Just King (4) 

                    D  The ‘rešet̠’ (net) and Snares for the Feet (5-6) 

              E  The Wicked and the Poor (7) 

        F  The Wise v. the Unruly Fool (8-9) 

               G  Upright Person of Integrity (10) 

        F  The Wise v. the Unruly Fool (11) 

              E  The Wicked and the King (12) 

       D  The ‘rûš’ (poor) and Sight for the Eyes (13) 

             C  A Judging King (14) 

      B  Wisdom and a Mother’s Disgrace (15) 

A  When the Wicked Thrive (16) 
 

At the center of this structure stands Proverbs 29:10. The Hebrew is a little vague here. It literally reads, “The 

bloodthirsty hate blameless people; the just seek his soul.” This could mean, as the NIV and ESV3 translate it, 
that the bloodthirsty hate those of integrity so much they try to kill them. Or it could mean that while the 
bloodthirsty hate the person of integrity, the righteous try to help them (see NKJV/NLT). Both statements are 

true and fit the context. The main point is in the contrast. The wicked are violent and hate. God’s people have 
integrity and have a right standing with God (“upright”). The rest of these proverbs will spell out how this 

works in society, in leadership, and the home. 
 
WISDOM IN THE HOME (29:3, 15) – Having ‘bookended’ this section with the contrast of wicked and 

righteous leadership (29:2, 16 – see yesterday’s devotions), we now turn to the home. Those who “love 
wisdom” are a joy to their parents (3). They have learned through godly discipline (15) how to live controlled 

and God-honoring lives. They will not “waste” their lives on sinful pleasures. There is also a warning here for 
parents to teach their children God’s wisdom. Today, many parents have decided to let their kids do whatever 
they want and let them decide what they want to believe and how they want to live. Solomon warns us that “a 

child left undisciplined disgraces its mother.” A Christian home is one where God’s Word is taught and children 
are raised in “the training and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). “Impress [God’s Word] on your 

children. Talk about them when you sit at home and you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you 
get up” (Deuteronomy 6:3-9).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1  
https://www.gotquestions.org/chiasm-chiastic.html 

2 This chart is modified from George M. Schwab. Cornerstone Commentary: vol. 7: Proverbs, p. 639 
3 NIV = New International Version; ESV = English Standard Version; NKJV = New King James Version;   

   NLT = New Living Translation  

 

 
READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Revelation 19 


