
SAMSON: NEED TO KNOW 

Monday, July 19 

Reading: Judges 13:8-25 
 

Judges 13:17  Then Manoah inquired of the angel of the LORD, “What is your name, so that we may honor 
you when your word comes true?” 18  He replied, “Why do you ask my name? It is beyond understanding.” 

 

We like to know what is going on. We want to know all the details before we do something. This 

is where Manoah is at. After hearing his wife’s report about the message from God he requests 

the Messenger return with more information. He wants to know how they are to raise this special 

boy and how he was going to deliver Israel.  

 

The angel of the Lord returns but does not give him any more information than what He had told 

his wife on the first visit. They had all the facts they needed to know to obey. Manoah then asks 

that the Messenger stay and have lunch with them. Perhaps he is hoping to pry more details from 

Him over the meal. He does not yet realize that this is the angel of the Lord – a preincarnate 

appearance of the Second Person of the Trinity. 

 

The angel of the Lord refuses this invitation but suggests they offer a burnt offering to the Lord 

instead. Manoah then asks to know the Messengers name. The Messanger replies, “Why do you 

ask my name? It is beyond understanding.” The Hebrew word means ‘wonderful.’ It is the same 

word Isaiah uses when he calls the coming Messiah “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” Isaiah 9:6).  

 

Manoah and his wife do not realize that they are standing in the presence of God Himself until 

He ascends to heaven in the flame of their sacrifice. Now Manoah is afraid they will die because 

“We have seen God!” His wife is more level headed. Would God have promised them a son if 

He meant to kill them?  

 

When their son is born they name him Samson. Though not mentioned in the text, we can be sure 

his parents told him about his special birth and the plan God had for his life. The Spirit of God 

gave him a special strength beyond that of normal men. As a Nazirite, Samson had to learn his 

responsibility “to refuse temptation to use this strength for his own honor or to further selfish 

ends; he would have to remain humble and recognize that his unique gift was to be used only for 

the glory of God.” 
1
   

 

Like Manoah, we would like to know all the steps and details of God’s plan. And we want to 

know all this before we begin! But faith is trusting God and stepping out knowing that God will 

reveal what we need in His time. Hebrews 11:1 tells us, “Now faith is confidence in what we 

hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” 

 

Are you trusting in God and doing what He has called you to do even when you don’t know all 

the details? Do you ‘need to know’ or will you step out in faith? 
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READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalms 107-108; 1 Corinthians 13 


