
ZEPHANIAH: SEEK THE LORD 

Saturday, July 18 

Reading: Zephaniah 1:1 – 2:3 
 

Zephaniah 2:3 Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, you who do what he commands. Seek 

righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of the LORD’s anger. 
 

Zephaniah begins with a warning of God’s universal destruction of the earth (1:2-3). He then 

gets more specific and focuses on Judah and its capital city, Jerusalem. The nation had adopted 

the idols of the nations around them. Baal was the Canaanite god of fertility and storm. Molek 

was the god of the Ammonites. Jeremiah, a contemporary of Zephaniah, states that the Jews were 

sacrificing their children to Molek (Jeremiah 32:35). The people also worshiped the stars which 

God had expressly forbidden (Deuteronomy 4:19). The Jews were trying to worship the God of 

Israel while still holding on to their idols (1:4-5). Still others were indifferent to God. They may 

not have been worshiping idols but they ignored the worship of the true God as well (1:6). 

 

God tells these people to “be silent before the Sovereign LORD” (1:7). The noise of their false 

worship would be replaced with the sounds of battle and the cries of the fallen. God has prepared 

them for slaughter like the useless sacrifices they offer. He has set apart (consecrated) the 

Babylonians and invited them to come and punish His people Israel. The day of God’s wrath was 

just around the corner (1:8-17). 

 

But there is hope! The prophet calls for those who have remained faithful to God to seek the 

Lord in righteousness and humility. Those who do will be “sheltered on the day of the Lord’s 

anger. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. The Jews tried combining the worship of God with idol worship. They wanted the “best of 

both worlds.” They wanted to live like the world and still worship the Lord. This is 

impossible! “Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God” 

(James 4:4). We cannot follow the pleasures and patterns of this sinful world if we call 

ourselves children of God. A true believer will live by God’s standards (righteousness) and 

with a humble spirit (2:3). In what ways do you see the world’s ideas creeping into the 

church today? What are some compromises to their faith do some Christians tolerate? How 

can you better live for the Lord and not for the world? 

 

2. The Jews thought they could live however they wanted and it wouldn’t matter. They thought, 

“The LORD will do nothing, either good or bad” (1:12). Many people today have this same 

idea. They live for themselves and ignore God’s call believing that nothing bad will happen. 

God will not judge! They refuse to believe they have any responsibility before their Creator. 

How sad it will be on the day of judgment when they stand before Him and realize what a 

mistake they have made. But then it will be too late! How can we heed the prophet’s call to 

“seek the Lord – seek righteousness – and seek humility” in a more profound way? What 

does each of these three calls mean for our daily lives? 
 

 


