
PROVERBS 25-29: WE WERE MADE TO THRIVE 
Monday, July 18 

Reading: Proverbs 28:28 – 29:2 
 

Proverbs 29:2  When the righteous thrive, the people rejoice; when the wicked rule, the people groan. 
 

In 2014 the Christian band Casting Crowns came out with a song called Thrive. (Listen to the full song @ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qQ71RWJhS_M ). Part of the chorus says this: 
 

So living water flowing through / God, we thirst for more of You / Fill our hearts and flood our souls with one desire / Just to 

know You and to make You known / We lift Your name on high / Shine like the sun, make darkness run and hide / We know  

we were made for so much more than ordinary lives / It's time for us to more than just survive / We were made to thrive 
 

Proverbs 28:28 – 29:2 remind us that God made us for more than ordinary lives. We were made to thrive. The 
Hebrew word “thrive” (rāb̠āh) means to increase, be great, to be abundant. It is most often used for increasing 
in numbers or multiplying. It is the word God used when He told Adam and Eve to “increase in number 

(rāb̠āh); fill the earth and subdue it” (Genesis 1:28).  
 

These verses (and 29:16) tell us that it is God’s plan that righteousness rules. When the wicked thrive sin 
abounds. But this is only temporary. One day righteousness will prevail (29:16). While the wicked rule people 
hide and groan in misery. When right prevails the people rejoice (28:28; 29:2). Proverbs 29:1 stands in the 

middle of these similar verses as a warning to not ignore the wisdom of God. To be “stiff-necked” means to be 
stubborn – to refuse to submit to God’s wisdom and ways even after many rebukes. Unless God does a miracle 

in their hearts, there is no cure for this mind set. What is the remedy for those who want to follow the Lord? 
Listen to Moses’ words as the Israelites were about to enter the Promised Land. 
 

“For I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to Him, and to keep His commands, decrees and 

laws; then you will live and increase (rāb̠āh) and the LORD your God will bless  you…” (Deuteronomy 30:16) 
 

“You make Your saving help my shield, and Your right hand sustains me; Your help has made me great (rāb̠āh)” (Psalm 18:35) 
 

As the Casting Crowns song states – “Into Your Word, we’re digging deep / To know our Father’s heart / Into 
the world, we’re reaching out / To show them who You are.” Even in times when evil seems to be prospering, 
we can thrive by studying and obeying God’s Word and reaching out to our dark world with the good news of 

Jesus. 
 

“How abundant are the good things that You have stored up for those who fear You, that You bestow in the sight of all,  

on those who take refuge in You” (Psalm 31:19)  

(“good” = rab – adjective form of rāb̠āh) 

 

Are you ready to thrive? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Revelation 18 


