
SAMSON: SON OF PROMISE 

Sunday, July 18 

Reading: Judges 13:1-7 
 

Judges 13:5  You will become pregnant and have a son whose head is never to be touched by a razor 

because the boy is to be a Nazirite, dedicated to God from the womb. He will take the lead in delivering  

Israel from the hands of the Philistines.”  
 

“Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord.” These words have become familiar to us in 

the book of Judges. While Jephthah was dealing with the Ammonites on the east side of the 

Jordan River, the Philistines were causing problems on the other coast. They controlled a small 

sliver of land on the Mediterranean Sea and ruled the area from their five major cities. But there 

is a big difference this time! There is no mention of the Israelites crying out to God for help. This 

is a new low in Israel’s history. They seem to be content with Philistine rule over them. They 

really don’t want God to ‘deliver’ them. 

 

But God is not content to leave His people in enemy hands. The angel of the Lord appears to the 

wife of a man named Manoah. They are from the tribe of Dan which occupied the smallest 

portion of land in Canaan. On top of this, Manoah’s wife was barren which people in that day 

believed was a sign of God’s displeasure. However, she is informed that she will have a son who 

will begin to deliver Israel from the Philistines. 

 

The angel of Lord also tells Manoah’s wife that her son will be a “Nazirite, dedicated to the Lord 

from the womb.” The rules for a Nazirite are recorded in Numbers 6:2-6. There were three basic 

rules that set a Nazirite apart: (1) They were not to eat or drink anything associated with grapes, 

(2) they were not to cut their hair, and (3) they were not to touch dead bodies. Usually this vow 

was only for a select period of time, but Samson was to be a Nazirite all his life. Even his mother 

was told to follow a few of these rules while pregnant. 

 

The term ‘Nazirite’ comes from the Hebrew word meaning “consecrated, devoted, set apart.” 

The long hair was an outward symbol that showed people God’s call on their lives. Samson was 

to be set apart for God’s service. He was to be an example to the people of Israel of God’s 

holiness. As we shall see, Samson did not live up to his calling. How are you doing? 
 

Ephesians 4:1  … I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  

2  Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.  

3  Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  

4  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you  

were called; 5  one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6  one God and Father of all, who  

is over all and through all and in all. 
  

2 Peter 1:3  His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of Him 

who called us by His own glory and goodness.  
  

Are you living a “set apart” life for the Lord? 

 


