
ZEPHANIAH: THE JUDGE, KING, & WARRIOR 

Friday, July 17 

Reading: Zephaniah1-3 
 

Zephaniah 1:7  Be silent before the Sovereign LORD, for the day of the LORD is near. 
 

The theme of Zephaniah is “the day of the Lord.” Like many of the prophets there are elements 

of near judgment and distant judgment in his writing. The prophets did not always distinguish or 

even see the long periods of time between God’s judgments. They were looking at mountain 

peaks but could not see the valleys between. Zephaniah depicts God’s judgment on the whole 

world at the end of days even while he warns the kingdom of Judah and Jerusalem about a much 

closer judgment on their sins. 

 

THE AUTHOR: All we know about Zephaniah is contained in this book. He traces his 

genealogy back four generations. The Hezekiah mentioned as his great great grandfather could 

be the godly king we read about in Kings and Chronicles. Hezekiah was the great grandfather of 

Josiah during whose reign Zephaniah wrote. But this cannot be confirmed with any certainty.  

 

OUTLINE OF ZEPHANIAH: 

(1) God’s Coming Judgment on the Entire Earth      Zephaniah 1:1-3 

  (2) God’s Coming Judgment on Judah & Jerusalem  Zephaniah 1:4-18 

  (3) God’s Coming Judgment on the Nations   Zephaniah 2:1-15 

  (4) God’s Coming Judgment on Jerusalem    Zephaniah 3:1-8 

  (5) God’s Coming Restoration of His People   Zephaniah 3:9-20 

 

For over 40 years, Judah had been ruled by the wicked king Manasseh (695-642 BC). He had led 

the kingdom deep into idol worship and sin (see 1 Kings 21). Though Manasseh repented at the 

end of his life it did not reverse the damage he had done. His own son Amon (642-640 BC) 

followed the path of idols Manasseh had established (see 2 Chronicles 33).  

 

When his father Amon is assassinated, Josiah takes the throne at the age of eight (640 BC). 

Twelve years into his reign  (628 BC) the book of the Low is found during temple repairs and 

Josiah leads a reform movement to bring his people back to God (2 Kings 22-23). The prophet 

Jeremiah begins his ministry at about this time as well. But while Josiah is sincere, this is just a 

surface reform for the people. Once the godly king is gone they return to their old ways.   

 

It is debated whether Zephaniah’s ministry was early in Josiah’s reign before he began the 

sweeping reforms or later after these reforms had started to wane and the people were slipping 

back into their old idol-worshiping ways. Either time period would work for Zephaniah’s 

message to hit home.  

 

Zephaniah’s book is a warning for all those who think they can escape God’s judgment. It also 

brings hope to those who are faithful during these godless times. One day God will “gather the 

scattered…and make those who were disgraced throughout the earth receive praise and fame” 

(3:19). Will you be standing with the righteous or the wicked at His coming? 
 

 
 

 

READ THE NT: 2 Corinthians 10 


