
AT YOUR RIGHT HAND 

Tuesday, July 17 

Reading: Psalm 109:21-31 
 

Psalm 109:30  With my mouth I will greatly extol the LORD; in the great throng of worshipers I will praise him.  

31  For he stands at the right hand of the needy, to save their lives from those who would condemn them. 

 

In the ancient world to be at the right hand was a place of power, position, and protection. The right hand was 

preferred over the left hand. We still have remnants of this distinction today. Someone who is insincere is said 

to make “a left-handed compliment.” However a trusted person is called your “right hand man.” Thesaurus.com 

lists synonyms for “left-handed” as clumsy, sinister, and double-dealing; while synonyms for “right hand” are 

essential, crucial, indispensable, and needed. Sorry, all you left-handed people! 

 

Psalm 109 uses the phrase “stand at the right hand” twice. In verse 6, David calls for an accuser to come and 

stand at the right hand of his enemy. This enemy had returned David’s friendship with evil accusations so David 

now calls for someone to stand up and accuse him for his crimes. 

 

In the last verses of the psalm, David changes his focus from his enemy to his God. His cry for help is not 

because of his own merit or goodness. It is for the honor of God’s name and His unfailing love (109:21, 26). He 

pleads with God to reverse what his enemies are doing – while they curse, God will bless; while they are 

disgraced, he will rejoice (109:28-29). 

 

In the closing verses of this psalm, David returns to the idea of standing at the right hand. But this time it is not 

an accuser who is standing in the place of power; it is God Himself standing to protect the needy (109:31). 

While David was surrounded by those who open their mouths in hatred (109:2-3), he would open his mouth and 

surround himself in praises to the Lord (109:1, 30).  

 

There is a beautiful picture of this found in the New Testament book of Acts. As the mob rushed at Stephen to 

drag him away and stone him, the first Christian martyr saw a vison of heaven. 
 

“I see the heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”  (Acts 7:55-56) 
 

Many times in the New Testament Jesus is described as sitting at the right hand of God (see Rom. 8:34; Eph. 

1:20; Col. 3:1; Heb. 1:3; 10:12; 1 Pet. 3:22). This is the only time Jesus is said to be standing at God’s right 

hand. While there are many opinions as to why Jesus is standing, I believe Psalm 109 gives us a hint. No one 

stood in Stephen’s defense at his trial, so the Lord stands up for him. As he goes to his death, Jesus stands to 

welcome his faithful servant home. 

 

When people attack, when trials come our way we must always remember that Jesus is at the right hand of God, 

the place of power and authority, interceding for us (Rom. 8:34). Stand firm in your faith that Christ is standing 

at your right hand.  

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Esther 4-6; 1 Corinthians 9 


