
JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE 

Sunday, July 17 
 

 

[1] Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee     [3] Thou art giving and forgiving 

God of glory, Lord of love      Ever blessing, ever blest 

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee    Wellspring of the joy of living 

Opening to the sun above      Ocean depth of happy rest 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness      Thou our Father, Christ our Brother 

Drive the dark of doubt away             All who live in love are Thine 

Giver of immortal gladness      Teach us how to love each other 

Fill us with the light of day     Lift us to the joy divine 

 

[2] All Thy works with joy surround Thee    [4] Mortals, join the happy chorus  

Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays      Which the morning stars began 

Stars and angels sing around Thee     Father love is reigning o’er us  

Center of unbroken praise      Brother love binds man to man 

Field and forest, vale and mountain     Ever singing, march we onward 

Flowery meadow, flashing sea     Victors in the midst of strife 

Singing bird and flowing fountain     Joyful music leads us sunward 

Call us to rejoice in Thee      In the triumph song of life 

 

 

Henry van Dyke (1852-1933)1 was a pastor at New York City’s Brick Presbyterian Church. He was also a poet, 
a writer of short stories, and a professor of English literature at Princeton University. Later he would be 

appointed as ambassador to the Netherlands and Luxembourg by his friend President Woodrow Wilson. 
 

In 1907, van Dyke was invited to preach at Williams College in Massachusetts. He was so inspired by the 
Berkshire Mountains that he wrote a poem and gave it the collage president at breakfast one morning. He 
instructed that it must be sung to the tune of Beethoven’s ‘Hymn of Joy.’ It has since been sung by thousands as 

‘Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee.’ He would later say about this hymn, “These verses are simple expressions of 
common Christian feelings and desires in this present time — hymns of today that may be sung together by 

people who know the thought of the age, and are not afraid that any truth of science will destroy religion, or any 
revolution on earth overthrow the kingdom of Heaven. Therefore this is a hymn of trust and joy and hope.”2 
 

This hymn is one of the greatest hymns for expressing the joy of the Lord. He is “God of glory, Lord of love.” 
He is the “Giver of immortal gladness” and He is “giving and forgiving” – “Wellspring of the joy of living.” It 

also expresses how we should respond to God’s glory. We must pray for Him to “fill us with the light of day.” 
We should cry out for Him to “Teach us how to love each other” and “join the happy chorus…ever singing, 
march we onward, Victors in the midst of strife.” These reminders would be very important as the start of 

World War I was only 7 years away.  
 

Henry van Dyke once said, “I'm not an optimist, there's too much evil in the world and in me. Nor am I a 
pessimist; there is too much good in the world and in God. So I am just a meliorist, believing that He wills to 
make the world better, and trying to do my bit to help and wishing that it were more.”1 

 
As you think about this hymn, make a list of things it tells us to be joyful about…and then add some of your 

own reasons to the list. Look for ways to express your own joy in being part of God’s family. What does it 
mean for you to be part of “the triumph song of life”?  
 

 
Hear “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” on Youtube @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yZVweZ2Cvg 

 
1  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_van_Dyke_Jr. 
2  https://faithgateway.com/blogs/christian-books/joyful-joyful-we-adore-thee-the-story-behind-the-song/ 


