
WHEN PEOPLE ATTACK 

Monday, July 16 

Reading: Psalm 109:1-20 
 

Psalm 109:3  With words of hatred they surround me; they attack me without cause. 4  In return  

for my friendship they accuse me, but I am a man of prayer. 5  They repay me evil for good, and  

hatred for my friendship. 

 

The 1990’s TV specials “When Animals Attack!” showed videos of vicious animals from house cats to sharks 

to lions attacking people. But what about when vicious humans attack? We have seen other “imprecatory 

psalms” where the writer cries out for judgment on his enemies. Psalm 109 is the last and most intense of these 

psalms. As we read this psalm we will learn three principles for when people attack! 

 

CALL FOR JUSTICE (109:6-8): The psalmist calls for his enemy to be put on trial. He asks for “an accuser [to] 

stand at his right hand. When he is tried, let him be found guilty.” Verses 16-20 give us a list of charges to be 

brought against him. This is not a cry for vengeance, but for justice to be done. 

 

FAMILY CONNECTIONS (109:9-15): We can’t understand the call for the family of David’s enemy to be 

cursed because we do not think like ancient Middle Eastern people. We live in a “me-based” society. It is all 

about MY rights, MY responsibilities, and MY guilt. But the ancient Middle East was a “we-based” society. 

More important than the individual was the family, the clan, the tribe. Thus when you committed a sin or crime 

it did not just affect you. The judgment and shame affected your family as well. 

 

This helps us understand why the New Testament calls us to get involved when we see a fellow Christian 

falling into sin (Rom. 15:1-2; Gal. 6:1; Jam. 5:19-20; 1 Jn 5:16). Our culture would tell us to “butt out!”  But the 

church is Christ’s family. When Christians sin they disgrace themselves, the name of Christ, and us for we bear 

His name. We get involved not because we are better than they are but because we are family. 

 

WHAT GOES AROUND COMES AROUND (109:16-20): David rests in the fact that the bad things we do and 

the wrong way we treat others often comes around to bite us. The New Testament equivalent of this principle is 

“you reap what you sow.”  
 

Galatians 6:7  Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he  

sows. 8  Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the 

Spirit will reap eternal life. 
 

These principles help us to not seek revenge on those who hurt us. To harbor a spirit of vengeance only hardens 

our own heart. David shares the key in the opening verses of this psalm. Our thoughts and attitudes should be 

tied up in two words: praise (109:1) and prayer (109:4). When our focus is the worship of God and staying in 

constant communication with Him, we can share anything and He will help us work through it. We can pray for 

our enemies as Jesus commanded (Matt. 5:44). We can praise God even when surrounded by those who repay 

evil for good (109:5). 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Esther 1-3; 1 Corinthians 8 


