
HABAKKUK: PRAISE ON AN EMPTY STOMACH 

Thursday, July 16 

Reading: Habakkuk 3 
 

Habakkuk 3:17  Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive 
crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls,  
18  yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior. 

 

Habakkuk concludes with a prayer of praise. Though he still does not completely understand all 

that God is doing, He can rest in the knowledge that God is in control. He stands in awe of God’s 

deeds and prays for Him to “Do it again!” – to continue to intervene in history. He also pleads 

with God to remember His mercy even in the midst of judgment (3:1-2) 

 

Habakkuk has a fresh vision of God’s character (3:3-15). Drawing images from the Exodus, he 

proclaims that “God came” in splendor (3-4), “stood” in power (6-7), and “marched” in victory 

(8-15). The prophet sees a God whose power and glory shook the nations and even creation 

itself: a God of glory (3), Whose ways are everlasting (6), and Whose purpose is salvation (13).  

 

In response, Habakkuk makes three great statements of faith: 

1. “I will REST in God” (3:16). Even though what he saw and heard made him tremble, the 

prophet would put his trust in God and find rest. He knew that someday Babylon would be 

judged for their sins and Israel would be saved. And he could wait for God’s timing. 

2. “I will REJOICE in God” (3:17-18). Habakkuk saw his country falling apart. Even if famine 

gripped the land and there was no food to eat, he would still rejoice because he knew God 

was his Savior. 

3. “I will RELY on God” (3:19). With everything else in chaos, the Lord was the prophet’s 

Source of strength. God would make him stand strong like the deer that stands firm on the 

rocky slopes. 

 

Though his heart trembled - - - Habakkuk could rest in the Lord. Though his lips quivered - - - 

Habakkuk would rejoice in the Lord. Though rottenness entered his bones and his legs were 

wobbly - - - Habakkuk could rely and stand strong in the Lord. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Habakkuk did not depend on outward evidence to rejoice in God. He was rejoicing in the 

midst of ‘NOTHING’ (3:17-18). This is an extreme statement of faith. The prophet is not 

rejoicing in God’s blessings. He is rejoicing in God Himself! God does not always change 

the circumstances, but He can change us to meet the circumstances. As God’s children, we 

can rejoice regardless of what is going on around us. We can have the joy of the Lord at all 

times and in all situations. How is your “joy-o-meter” functioning? Have you let the worries 

and problems of life suck the joy of Lord from your life? How can you take your eyes off the 

situation around you and place them on the Lord? 

 

2. The book of Habakkuk teaches us to honestly face our doubts and questions, humbly take 

them to the Lord, expectantly wait for His Word to teach us, and then exuberantly worship 

Him no matter how we feel or what we see around us.  
 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: 2 Corinthians 9 


