
PROVERBS 25-29: WHERE IS YOUR HOPE? 

Friday, July 15 

Reading: Proverbs 28:24-28 
 

Proverbs 28:25  The greedy stir up conflict, but those who trust in the LORD will prosper. 26  Those who trust in  
themselves are fools, but those who walk in wisdom are kept safe.27  Those who give to the poor will lack nothing,  
but those who close their eyes to them receive many curses. 

 

Proverbs 28:24 describes the ultimate money grubber! This section began with idle fantasies (28:19-20). It then 

moved into attitudes that manipulate and abuse others to get rich (28:21-23). It now presents the most 

despicable person who steals from their own family! They try to rationalize their thievery by claiming it really 

isn’t wrong. Maybe they think that it will all be theirs someday anyway so why not take it now. Perhaps they 

think their parents owe them or that they don’t really need it anymore. Whatever their mental gymnastics, 

Solomon puts them on the level of “one who destroys.” This Hebrew word means to ruin, pervert, and corrupt. 

This is as low as you can get! Greed will drag you down to destruction.  

 

The last verses of Proverbs 28 focus on what is truly important. It sets up two comparisons for us to consider. 

 

TRUSTING IN GOD v. TRUSTING IN SELF (28:25-26) – In Hebrew the subject of this verse is a person with 

a “broad heart.” This could refer to a greedy person or a proud person. These two go together as pride leads to 

desire for more and both ultimately lead to trusting in our own abilities and resources instead of trusting in the 

Lord. This person is a fool and a trouble-maker. In contrast, those who trust in the Lord will “prosper.” The 

word literally means ‘to be made fat.’ It is the picture of being completely satisfied. They are content to trust in 

God and not themselves. They “walk in wisdom” because they live according to what Solomon said at the 

beginning of this book. “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all 

your ways submit to Him, and He will make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6). 

 

CARING FOR OTHERS v. IGNORING THE NEEDY (28:27) – The greedy selfishly close their eyes and 

pretend not to see the suffering and need around them. They only care about themselves. The “many curses” 

they receive may be from those they refuse to help, but ultimately come from the Lord. As followers of Christ 

we are to imitate our Savior who “though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through 

His poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). We cannot close our eyes to the needs around us. In fact, 

we should be consciously looking for how we can help those that God has placed in our path. An important trait 

of a follower of Christ is generosity. The following command was addressed to wealthy people but the principle 

applies to all of us who are “rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him” 

(James 2:5 NKJV) 
 

“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to 

put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good 

deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the 

coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.” (1 Timothy 6:17-19) 

 

 

 

 

 
READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Revelation 17 


