
JEPHTHAH: ARGUMENTS FOR PEACE 

Thursday, July 15 

Reading: Judges 11:12-28 
 

Judges 11:27  I have not wronged you, but you are doing me wrong by waging war against me.  

Let the LORD, the Judge, decide the dispute this day between the Israelites and the Ammonites.”  
 

Surprisingly this ‘man of war’s’ first move was to try and settle with the Ammonites peacefully. 

He sends messengers to their king inquiring why he is attacking. The king of Ammon replies that 

Israel stole his land after they had come out of Egypt. He is willing to stop his attacks if they will 

give him back this land which included most of the land east of the Jordan River where Jephthah 

lived. 

 

Jephthah’s response shows that he knew his history. He cites three reasons why the land 

belonged to Israel. (1) Israel had not taken the land from Ammon but from the Amorites (11:14-

21; Numbers 21:21-31). God had specifically told Moses that they were not to take land of 

Edom, Moab, or Ammon (Deuteronomy 2:4-5, 9, 19) because they were distant relatives through 

Esau and Lot. The land east of the Jordan belonged to the Amorites who had no connection to 

Israel. When their king Sihon attacked Israel he was defeated and Israel took over his land. The 

tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh settled in this land east of the Jordan River 

(Numbers 32). 

 

(2) God had given Israel this land (11:21-25). It was not the Ammonites to take because God had 

given it to His people. They should be satisfied with what their god gave them. (This does not 

imply that Jephthah believed Chemosh was a real god). King Balak of Moab had learned the 

hard way that you don’t mess with God’s people (see Numbers 22-25). The king of Ammon 

needed to learn this same lesson. 

 

(3) It had been 300 years since these events took place (11:26). If Ammon really had a case, why 

did they wait so long to complain!  

 

Jephthah clearly stated that Israel was not in the wrong. It was the Ammonites who were wrong 

to war against Israel. Jephthah had tried to settle things peacefully. However, the king of Ammon 

“paid no attention” to Jephthah and prepared for war. 

 

The example of Jephthah reminds us of what the apostle Paul wrote in the New Testament. “If it 

is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone” (Romans 12:18). As 

followers of Christ we should not be known as troublemakers or rabble-rousers. 2 Timothy 2:24-

26 tells us how seeking peace can affect those who oppose us. 
 

2 Timothy 2:24  And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to 

teach, not resentful. 25  Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them 

repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26  and that they will come to their senses and escape 

from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. 
 

What do these verses tell us about lashing out in anger at those who misrepresent or criticize us 

as Christians? How are we to react to the sin and rejection of God around us? How do these 

verses show us how to pray for our ‘enemies’? 
 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalms 100-104; 1 Corinthians 11 


