
HABAKKUK: WHEN GOD DOESN’T MAKE SENSE 

Wednesday, July 15 

Reading: Habakkuk 1-2 
 

Habakkuk 1:2  How long, LORD, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, “Violence!”  

but you do not save? 3  Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you tolerate wrongdoing? Destruction 

and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict abounds. 
 

Habakkuk struggled with the fact that the wicked outnumbered the righteous in Judah. His 

people were engrossed in violence and injustice and God was not doing anything about it! Didn’t 

God care? (1:2-4). God’s response shocked Habakkuk. God was at work. He was raising up the 

Babylonians to discipline His people (1:5-11). 

 

This answer caused a bigger problem for the prophet. How could God use a people as godless as 

the Babylon to punish His people who were less wicked? Habakkuk was having doubts about 

God’s plan but he was sure of God’s nature. Before focusing on his doubts, Habakkuk focused 

on what he knew about God (1:12-17). He remembered that God is eternal and holy. And that He 

is personal – “My God, my Holy One.”  

 

God answers Habakkuk’s questions with three great assurances. 

1. “The righteous shall live by faith” (2:4). While the Babylonians were filled with pride, God’s 

people are to be full of faith. They trust in God’s grace and not their own efforts. 

2. “The glory of the LORD” (2:14). While the earth may be filled with violence and corruption 

right now, one day it will be filled with God’s glory. 

3. “The LORD is in His holy temple” (2:20). No matter what is happening on this planet, God is 

in control! The Babylonians may invade and destroy the temple in Jerusalem, but God is in 

His temple in heaven. The only appropriate response is to bow in awestruck silence before 

Him. 

 

God was not indifferent about His people’s sin. He also was not oblivious to the wickedness of 

Babylon. While He would use them to discipline His people Israel, He would still hold the 

Babylonians accountable for their actions. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Habakkuk pictures himself as a watchman on a wall, waiting for a sign from God (2:1, 3). 

Sometimes God’s answer does not come immediately. Sometimes we have to wait. It’s hard 

to have patience in times like this, but God has promised strength to those who wait for His 

answer and His timing.  
 

Isaiah 40:31  But those who wait on the LORD shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings 

like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint. 

 

2. God will always deal with sin. The more knowledge one has of God, the greater their 

responsibility. The Babylonians were pagans who did not know the true God. This does not 

excuse them but helps explain their conduct. The Jews had a covenant relationship with God. 

They had a greater responsibility to live for Him. Sin in the life of a believer is far worse than 

sin in the life of unbelievers. For the unsaved, sin is a natural way of life. For believers, it is a 

rebellion against the God they claim to love. 
 

 

READ THE NT: 2 Corinthians 8 


