
HABAKKUK: FACING THE FUTURE WITH FAITH 

Tuesday, July 14 

Reading: Habakkuk 1-3 
 

Habakkuk 2:4  “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall live  

by his faith. (ESV) 
 

The little book of Habakkuk was written during the closing years of the nation of Judah. The 

reforms that had been instituted by godly King Josiah died with him. Under his son Jehoiakim, 

the people went back to worshiping idols and rejecting God. This was of great concern to the 

prophet Habakkuk. Why was God not acting? The Lord’s answer perplexed the prophet even 

more. This little book will help us face the future with faith. 

 

AUTHOR: All we know about Habakkuk is found in this book. His name means “to embrace” 

which is appropriate considering Habakkuk’s struggle to embrace God’s plan. The use of the 

musical term shigionoth (3:1) and the subscription “For the director of music On my stringed 

instruments” (3:19) suggest Habakkuk may have been a Levite musician who was involved in 

the temple worship. 

 

OUTLINE OF HABAKKUK: 

 (1)  Habakkuk Wondering   Habakkuk 1 

 (2)  Habakkuk Waiting   Habakkuk 2 

 (3)  Habakkuk Worshiping   Habakkuk 3 
 

Doubt is the natural result of difficult problems. All believers sometimes have doubts and 

questions about what God is doing. We need to follow Habakkuk’s example and take our 

concerns to the Lord in prayer. We sometimes think that we can’t approach God with our doubts, 

frustrations, and even anger. We think this is somehow “unchristian.” But Habakkuk shows us 

that God wants us to bring our hurts and worries to Him honestly because He already knows our 

hearts.  

 

“If you believe in God, you sometimes wonder why He allows certain things to happen. But keep 

in mind that there’s a difference between doubt and unbelief. Like Habakkuk, the doubter 

questions God and may even debate with God, but the doubter doesn’t abandon God.” 
1
 

 

Habakkuk 2:4 is one of the most important verses in Scripture. It is quoted three times in the 

New Testament. The focus of Romans 1:17 is on the words “the just” (or righteous). The Aposlte 

Paul’s letter focuses on what it means to be right (justified) with God. In Galatians 3:11 to focus 

is on the words “shall live” as Paul discusses living by faith instead of living by the law. Finally, 

Hebrews 10:38 focuses on the words “by faith.” The book of Hebrews uses this phrase over 

twenty times. It is a sermon of what faith looks like. 

 

Have you been justified – made right with God? 

Does your daily living show your faith in Christ? 

Do you have faith to trust God with every area of your life? 
 

 
1
  Warren Wiersbe. Bible Exposition Commentary: Prophets. “Be Amazed” (Nahum, Habakkuk), p 413. 

 

 

READ THE NT: 2 Corinthians 7 


