
PROVERBS 25-29: MONEY GRUBBERS 

Thursday, July 14 

Reading: Proverbs 28:19-23 
 

Proverbs 28:20  A faithful person will be richly blessed, but one eager to get rich will not go unpunished. 
 

A society that is obsessed with prosperity, popularity, and possessions is doomed to failure. Not that these are 

wrong in and of themselves, but chasing after these things leads to trouble (see 1 Timothy 6). This set of 

proverbs is full of negative examples of how to get money. 

 

‘GET RICH QUICK’ SCHEMES (28:19-20) – The contrast in these proverbs is between the person who works 

hard and reaps the rewards of his labor and the person who merely sits around dreaming up ways the get rich. 

The word “fantasies” in Hebrew means vain, empty, worthless. Those who chase empty dreams believe 

prosperity should come to them easily without having to work for it. Solomon says however that they will “have 

their fill of poverty” and receive their just punishment. But the faithful worker will be blessed and “will have 

abundant food.” The Hebrew word here literally means ‘bread.’ God does not promise luxury and wealth but 

does promise to provide for our needs (Matthew 6:25-33; Philippians 4:19).  

 

‘PLAYING FAVORITES’ (28:21) – In order to gain favor and wealth many people will show partiality. They 

will favor one person over another for a bribe. They are for sale! “Satan’s philosophy is that every man has a 

price and that truth and integrity are always available in the marketplace for sale if the price is right!”
1
 They are 

so “eager to get rich” that they will sell their soul cheap – “for a piece of bread.” As followers of Christ, we are 

to be known for our honesty and impartiality. We do treat people differently based on what they can do for us 

but treat everyone fairly and with God’s love (see James 2). 

 

‘PENNY-PINCHING SCROOGE’ (28:22) – The word “stingy” is from the Hebrew for ‘an evil eye.’ This 

refers to people who look at all the wrong things in life. They are so focused on what they want that they are 

blind to everything else. They do not see that poverty awaits them. The word “eager” is a very emotional word 

that is often translated as anxious, vexed, or troubled. “Here it refers to a person who is never content, never 

satisfied with God’s provision, a person who jumps irrationally at any possibility of gaining a little more. This is 

not the road to riches but to rags and ruin.”
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Proverbs 22:9 gives us the opposite advice. “The generous (a good 

bountiful eye) will themselves be blessed, for they share their food with the poor.” 
 

 

‘LIP SERVICE’ (28:23) – It is so much easier to hear how good you are and how great you are doing. But some 

people will say anything to manipulate others so they can get what they want. This proverb reminds us that an 

honest rebuke is a true sign of love and friendship. When we really want what is best for someone we will tell 

them the truth when they are going astray. This will gain their favor as they see that we really care. And more 

importantly, we gain the favor of God who has commanded us to speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15). 
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READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Revelation 16 


