
JEPHTHAH: REJECTED LEADER 

Wednesday, July 14 

Reading: Judges 11:1-11 
 

Judges 11:1  Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty warrior. His father was Gilead; his mother was a 

prostitute. 2  Gilead’s wife also bore him sons, and when they were grown up, they drove Jephthah away.  
 

The backgrounds of Jephthah and Abimelek are very similar. Both were illegitimate sons born to 

women of questionable reputation. Both had conflicts with their half-brothers. And both led a 

band of “scoundrels” (see 9:4). But this is where the comparison ends. While Abimelek let all 

this turn him into a vengeful tyrant, God used Jephthah’s difficult origins to prepare him to save 

Israel. 

 

When Jephthah was driven out by his half-brothers, those who joined him were like him – 

rejected and despised men who had no other place in society. Jephthah would mold them into a 

fighting unit that gained him the reputation as “a mighty warrior.” They probably focused their 

attacks on the Ammonite raiders (David and his men did much the same thing when he was 

running for King Saul – see 1 Samuel 22-26). If he had been attacking Israelite targets the elders 

would have never sought him out to be their leader. 

 

After the way he had been treated earlier, Jephthah is at first reluctant to accept their offer of 

leadership. He answers the elders of Gilead much the same way as God had answered the 

Israelites in the previous chapter. They had rejected Jephthah until they were in trouble. And 

now they come to him for help. Likewise, the Israelites had rejected God until trouble came and 

then they cried out to Him for help. 

 

Finally Jephthah agrees to lead the army on the condition that he be made the “head over all who 

live in Gilead” when the battle is over. The elders swear this by the Lord and confirm it with an 

oath “before the Lord in Mizpah.” This is where the army had gathered (10:17-18) and Jephthah 

is officially made ruler and general of Gilead. 

 

God used the struggles and rejection in Jephthah’s life to prepare him for the task of leading 

Israel against the Ammonites. His time in exile with his band of “merry men” taught him the 

fighting and leadership skills he would need to accomplish the task.  

 

We each have a ‘mission’ that God has called us to do. We have been called to be godly 

examples to those around us. We have been called to share the gospel through our words and our 

actions. We have been called to grow each day to be more like Christ. And God uses the 

situations and circumstances of our life to shape us for the mission He has called us to do. 

 

How have the difficult times of your life shaped and prepared you? What did God teach you 

during these times? How have you used these lessons to help others in their time of need? 
 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalms 90-99; 1 Corinthians 10 


