
DEVOTIONS FOR 1 CORINTHIANS 3-7 
 
 
 

“I DO” or “I DON’T” 

Friday, July 14 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 7 
 

1 Corinthians 7:7  I wish that all of you were as I am. But each of you has your own gift from God;  

one has this gift, another has that...8  Now to the unmarried and the widows I say…...10  To the  

married I give this command… 

 

On a survey, a group of children were asked what falling in love is like.  Below are a few of their 

answers. 
 

"Like an avalanche where you have to run for your life." - John, age 9  
 

"If falling in love is anything like learning how to spell, I don't want to do it. It takes too 

long." - Glenn, age 7 
 

"Love is the most important thing in the world, but baseball is pretty good too." - Greg, 

age 8 
1
 

 

The issue of love and marriage has always been a confusing and debated topic.  After reading  

1 Corinthians 7, many people have accused Paul of being anti-marriage.  But Paul is not trying to 

give a complete theology on marriage.  He is answering specific questions that had risen in the 

church at Corinth.  Corinth was an especially wicked and sexually charged city.  The Gentiles 

being saved out of this environment needed instructions on how to live a godly life in an ungodly 

culture.  This chapter gives us some good principles to observe in our increasingly ungodly 

culture today. 

 

To Christian Couples (7:1-7, 10-11): Marriage is a partnership where each considers the needs of 

the other first because they belong to each other.  It is a lifetime commitment.  Christians cannot 

be faithful to the Lord if they are unfaithful to their family. 

 

To Mixed Marriages (7:12-14): For believers who are married to unbelievers, divorce is the last 

resort.  The Christian should not initiate the divorce but are not obliged to oppose it either.  The 

believing spouse can have a godly influence on their family if they remain together. 

 

To the Unmarried (7:7-9; 25-40): Paul was unmarried and suggests that a person in this situation 

can fully devote their time to serving the Lord without the responsibilities of family.  This is not 

a command for Paul states that celibacy or singleness is a gift given by God (7:7-9).  There are 

those that God has given this special gift to be able to remain single and not have their libido get 

in the way.  They do not “burn with passion” for the opposite sex.  These special people should 

use this “gift of singleness” by dedicating themselves to the Lord’s service.   To the rest, Paul 

tells them to marry – for marriage too is a gift from God!  
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