
OBADIAH: GOD OF JUSTICE 

Monday, July 13 

Reading: Obadiah 1 
 

Obadiah 1:15  “The day of the LORD is near for all nations. As you have done, it will be done to you; your 

deeds will return upon your own head…17  But on Mount Zion will be deliverance; it will be holy, and Jacob 

will possess his inheritance. 
 

The problems between Israel and Edom go back to the rivalry between Jacob and Esau (Genesis 

25:24-34). These twin brothers eventually settled their differences but the nations that sprang 

from them did not. When Moses and the Israelites were nearing the Promised Land, the 

Edomites refused to let them pass through their land (Numbers 20). Throughout the kingdom 

period these two “brother nations” were fighting each other. The Edomites rejoiced when the 

Babylonian army defeated and looted Jerusalem. They even turned over those who were trying to 

escape to the Babylonian conquerors. Obadiah’s message is one of justice for God’s people 

against the Edomites. 

 

AUTHOR: Obadiah was a very common name. There are about a dozen men with this name 

listed in the Old Testament. We have no information about his family or hometown like most of 

the other prophets give us. The name Obadiah means “servant of the Lord.”    

 

OUTLINE OF OBADIAH 

(1)  Edom’s Judgment Described      Obadiah 1:1-9 

(2)  Edom’s Judgment Deserved     Obadiah 1:10-14 

(3)  God’s Judgment on the Nations   Obadiah 1:15-16 

(4)  God’s Restoration of Israel   Obadiah 1:17-21 

 

How should we respond to the tragic and unjust events in life? Obadiah helps us understand the 

justice of God. The Edomites were motivated by their hatred for Israel and their lofty opinion of 

themselves. They believed no one could touch them. But God would bring them down (1:2-9). 

God describes their unjust actions against His people as they gloated over and participated in the 

sacking of Jerusalem (1:10-14). God promises them that “as you have done, it will be done to 

you; your deeds will return upon your own head.” The judgment of Edom would serve as a 

reminder to all the nations of the coming Day of the Lord. (1:15-16). 

 

This short book ends with the dramatic difference in how God deals with His people. While there 

will be “no survivors” from Edom, God’s people (“Mount Zion”) would be delivered (1:17-18). 

The most wonderful promise of all closes the book: “And the kingdom will be the LORD’s” 

(1:21). 

 

The book of Obadiah reminds us that God sees the plight of the oppressed and is displeased. In 

His time He will bring justice to the wicked. But it also reminds us that we have a responsibility 

to act on behalf of those who are oppressed. We must stand for right and against wrong. We need 

to speak for those who cannot speak for themselves. We are to offer hope to those who are 

hopeless. What can you do today to fulfill this call? 
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: 2 Corinthians 6 


