
PROVERBS 25-29: RIGHT v. WRONG 

Wednesday, July 13 

Reading: Proverbs 28:12-18 
 

Proverbs 28:12  When the righteous triumph, there is great elation; but when the wicked rise to power, people go into hiding. 
 

There is an old adage that says, “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do 

nothing.” The remainder of Proverbs 28 is bookended by the phrase “when the wicked rise to power.” In 

between we have a series of proverbs that contrast the righteous and wicked and their effects on their personal 

lives and society. 

 

WICKED v. RIGHTEOUS LEADERS (28:12, 28) – Two different Hebrew words are used in these verses for 

“hiding.” In verse 12 the word means ‘hiding in fear.’ It is scary when leaders use their power to establish 

wicked laws. “Hiding” in verse 28 has the idea of protection or shelter. People often need a refuge when the 

wicked are in power because of the abuses they bring. The opposite is true when “the righteous triumph.” Then 

there is rejoicing among the people and they thrive. It is interesting that verse 12 ends in fear while verse 28 

leaves us with hope. How do you decide who to vote for? What qualities should Christians look for in their 

elected officials? 

 

CONCEALING v. REVEALING SIN (28:13-14) – How many people have fallen because they tried to hide 

some sin in their life! It never works. People are more likely to forgive if we confess and repent quickly then if 

we try to hide it and are discovered. Why do we try to hide our sin? Because we have hard hearts and refuse to 

humble ourselves before God. Do you daily search your heart and confess your sins to God? Do you seek 

forgiveness and reconciliation with those you have wronged or who have wronged you?  

 

TYRANNY v TRUTHFULNESS (28:15-16) – Tyranny is defined as “oppressive power that is harsh or 

unjust.”
1
 Solomon pictures tyrannical leaders as wild animals trampling the helpless people they rule. To 

“practice extortion” means that corrupt leaders abuse people. They have no sense of right or wrong – justice or 

tyranny. The last phrase praises the truthful leader who hates dishonest gain. These proverbs remind us that a 

leader is to think of their people first and not their own agendas and desires. 

 

GUILT v. INNOCENCE (28:17-18) – In The New Living Translation, Proverbs 28:17 reads this way: “A 

murderer’s tormented conscience will drive him into the grave. Don’t protect him!” This verse is a warning 

against trying to protect the guilty. Too often criminals get away with their crime because others cover for them. 

Using ‘legal loopholes’ so that guilty criminals go free is a sign of how far a country has strayed from God’s 

wisdom. Verse 18 gives us God’s thoughts on guilt and innocence. While we are not to protect the guilty from 

the consequences of their sin, God protects those “whose walk is blameless.” Even if it appears that the perverse 

have gotten away with their crimes, they will receive justice in the end.   

 

“Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin condemns any people” (Proverbs 14:34). As Christians we should be 

standing up for God in the midst of this sin-warped world. Let us not go into hiding but stand up for the truth. 
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https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/tyranny 

 

 

 
READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Revelation 15 


