
JEPHTHAH: “WE HAVE SINNED” 

Tuesday, July 13 

Reading: Judges 10:6-18 
 

Judges 10:15  But the Israelites said to the LORD, “We have sinned. Do with us whatever you think best, 
but please rescue us now.” 16  Then they got rid of the foreign gods among them and served the LORD. 
And he could bear Israel’s misery no longer. 

 

The 45 years of relative peace under Tola and Jair (10:1-5) did not change the Israelites’ ways. 

They again turned from God to idols. They not only worshiped the gods of the Canaanites but the 

gods of the surrounding nations as well. This time the Lord used the Philistines and Ammonites 

that “shattered and crushed” the people for 18 years. (We shall see the Philistine oppression with 

Samson in chapters 13-16). The Ammonites concentrated their raids in Gilead on the east side of 

the Jordan River, though they did make a few raids into Judah and Ephraim just across the river.  

 

On the other occasions when Israel “cried out to the Lord” there were no signs of repentance. 

They only wanted to be delivered from their present suffering. This time however they confess 

that they have sinned and forsaken the Lord. God’s answer seems a bit harsh at first. But God 

reminds them of all the times He had saved them from their oppressing enemies and each time 

they had responded by trampling God’s mercy underfoot. He tells them to “cry out to the gods 

you have chosen” for help. They had forsaken God and now God would forsake them! 

 

The Israelites once again confess their sin and took the next step of getting rid of their idols and 

serving only the Lord. This touched the heart of God. He saw their misery and He determined to 

act. Though He did not directly call the next judge, He was behind the scenes leading the elders 

of Israel to the man He had been preparing. 

 

God’s rebuke of the people was a test to see if their hearts were sincere this time. He wanted 

more than a cry for help or a superficial “I’m sorry.” He wanted to see a true change of heart 

displayed by their actions. True repentance always leads to a changed life. We cannot say we are 

sorry and then go right back to living the same old sinful lifestyle. Real repentance demands real 

change! As John the Baptist said, “Bear fruits worthy of repentance” (Matthew 3:8). 

 

An important point to remember is that God’s salvation does not rest on our repentance or 

faithfulness. God had delivered His people many times before without a real heart change by the 

people. It is because of “the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail 

not” (Lamentations 3:22 NKJV). It was while we were still sinners that Christ died for us 

(Romans 5:8). Salvation is focused on God’s mercy, not our actions. 

 

In our times of distress, we can be confident that God sees and knows our pain. He is not some 

heartless, uncaring dictator in the sky who delights to bring judgment. The prophet Isaiah gives a 

wonderful picture of God’s love and care for Israel (and for us). 
 

Isaiah 63:7  I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, the deeds for which He is to be praised, according to all 

the LORD has done for us— yes, the many good things He has done for Israel, according to His compassion and 

many kindnesses…9  In all their distress He too was distressed, and the angel of His presence saved them. In His 

love and mercy He redeemed them; He lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalms 86-89; 1 Corinthians 9 


