
PICTURES OF SOVEREIGNTY 

Thursday, July 12 

Reading: Psalms 107:33-43 
 

Psalm 107:43  Let the one who is wise heed these things and ponder the loving deeds of the LORD. 

 

In the frigid waters around Greenland are countless icebergs, some little and some gigantic. If 

you’d observe them carefully, you’d notice that sometimes the small ice floes move in one 

direction while their massive counterparts flow in another. The explanation is simple. Surface 

winds drive the little ones, whereas the huge masses of ice are carried along by deep ocean 

currents. 
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And so it is with us. Our lives are subject to two forces - the unpredictable and sometimes 

distressing things that blow and change around us (surface winds) and the more powerful, sure, 

deep movement of God’s sovereign purpose and love (ocean currents).  

 

The conclusion of Psalm 107 changes our focus from the stories of the redeemed to the 

sovereignty of God, this time presented in three pictures. First, God’s control is seen is His 

punishment and restoration. He can punish the sinner with barrenness and thirst while blessing 

the faithful with refreshment and a home (107:33-37). Both calamity and blessing come from the 

hand of God.  

 

The second picture shows God’s control over destiny. He blessed the people by making them a 

strong nation and prospering them. But He also humbled them, decreased their numbers, and 

brought “opposition, calamity and sorrow” (107:38-39). No matter how great, a nation’s destiny 

is not in their own hands but determined by the will of God. 

 

God’s control over people is shown in the third picture (107:40-42). God brings down the mighty 

who oppress His people but He lifts up the needy. This brings shouts of joy from the upright in 

heart while the wicked are silenced. 

 

The psalm ends with an appeal to gain wisdom by pondering what God has done. These last 

verses remind us that God is in control of everything. How should we respond to this truth? 

  

1) It should give us a greater reverence for God, even when things are not going the way we 

want or expect.  

2) It should make us look up instead of down. When we place our eyes and hearts on eternal 

things we can endure the troubles of this life because we know God is sovereign.  

3) It should bring us to repentance. God knows all things and there is nothing we can hide from 

Him.  

4) It should make us a thankful people. True believers give thanks to God not only when things 

are going well but even more so when troubles seem to overwhelm our lives. We thank God 

for who He is and for acting to fulfill His purpose and plan, not our wants and desires.  
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THRU THE BIBLE READING: Nehemiah 7-9; 1 Corinthians 6 


