
PROVERBS 25-29: WHAT ARE YOU SEEKING? 

Tuesday, July 12 

Reading: Proverbs 28:5-11 
 

Proverbs 28:6  Better the poor whose walk is blameless than the rich whose ways are perverse. 
 

You can tell a lot about a society by what they value. President Eisenhower said, “A people that values its 

privileges above its principles soon loses both.”
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These proverbs contrast the rich and the poor and this will 

occur throughout the chapter. This does not imply that all rich people are wicked. Abraham, David, Job, and 

many others were wealthy but right with God. Nor does it imply that all poor people are righteous. Sometimes 

the lack of money can lead to more greed and envy than having it. These proverbs simply explain the dangers of 

seeking wealth instead of the Lord. 

 

SEEKING WEALTH AT ANY COST – The ways of the rich are perverse and twisted (28:6). They seek to 

increase their own bank account by taking advantage of others (28:8). They will not listen to godly instruction 

but instead hang out with others who think and act as wickedly at they do (28:5-6, 9). Like the fool, they are 

“wise in their own eyes.” They have a low opinion of others and use them for their own advantage (28:10) 

while they have a high opinion of themselves – “I am better than everyone else!” 

 

While those who seek after riches, popularity, and prestige do anything to get ahead, God declares that they will 

lose in the end. They will be a disgrace to their family (28:7) and people will see right through their superior 

pretense (28:11). Their plots will ricochet and they will fall into their own trap (28:10) and what they have 

accumulated through their ploys will go to someone else who may be kinder to the poor (28:8). The worst is 

they choose status and wealth over a relationship with God. They do not seek the Lord or know what is right 

(28:5), they turn a deaf ear to God’s wisdom (28:7), and their prayers are detestable in God’s sight (28:9). 

“Your iniquities have separated you from God; your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not 

hear” (Isaiah 59:2). 

 

SEEKING GOD AT ALL COSTS – The focus of the godly is to heed God’s Word (28:7, 9). Once again the 

word “instruction” is the Hebrew word tôrāh – Law. It is because the poor listen to and obey God’s Word that 

their “walk is blameless” (28:5-6). They will receive good things from God and answers to their prayers (28:9-

10). While those who seek riches are blinded by their own greed, those who seek God can see clearly and are 

not fooled by outward appearances (28:11) 

 

We need to hear these words in our society today where the goal of life seems to be to get all you can to please 

yourself. Status and wealth are not used to serve others but to serve yourself and advance your agendas and 

desires. We have drifted far away from a knowledge and obedience to God’s Word. And that is the only place to 

find true wealth and principles for living. More important it points us to the only One who can satisfy our desire 

to fill that “God-shaped hole” in our lives. He is the only One who can give us eternal life and joy. As President 

Eisenhower warned, we as a society are losing both our prestige and principles. How about you? What are you 

seeking? 
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https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/dwight_d_eisenhower_103606?src=t_society 

 

 

 
READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Revelation 14 


