
MINOR JUDGES 

Monday, July 12 

Reading: Judges 3:31; 10:1-5; 12:8-15 
 

Judges 10:1  After the time of Abimelek, a man of Issachar named Tola son of Puah, the son of Dodo, rose to save Israel. 

He lived in Shamir, in the hill country of Ephraim. 2  He led Israel twenty-three years; then he died, and was buried in 

Shamir. 3  He was followed by Jair of Gilead, who led Israel twenty-two years. 

 

Scattered throughout the book of Judges we meet six “minor” judges. We call them minor 

because we only have a verse or two about each of them. But they have a story to tell and lessons 

to teach. 

 

SHAMGAR (3:31) – Shamgar appears between the stories of Ehud and Deborah. From his 

weapon we may assume that he was a farmer who used what he had on hand to fight the 

Philistines. An oxgoad was a stick about 8 to 10 feet long with a sharp tip used to direct oxen. 

We are not told if he killed the 600 Philistines at one time or if this was the total of a lifetime of 

battles. Either way, God used this unusual man and his unusual weapon to save Israel. 

 

TOLA (10:1-2) – None of the remaining five minor judges are said to have fought Israel’s 

enemies. They apparently judged during times of peace. Tola was judge in the difficult period 

after the tyranny of Abimelek. The country would have been in chaos and Tola saved Israel by 

bringing back some law and order. He judged in the same area that Deborah had set up her 

“court” years earlier (4:4-5). 

 

JAIR (10:3-5) – Three of the last four minor judges seem to have followed Gideon’s bad 

example, marrying multiple wives and having many children. It was never God’s will for men to 

have more than one wife. It always leads to conflict and trouble. That his 30 sons rode donkeys 

and controlled 30 towns shows the wealth and influence Jair had in the tribes east of the Jordan 

river (Kamon is 12 miles southeast of the Sea of Galilee). 

 

IBZAN (12:8-10) – After the judgeship of Jephthah there was another time of peace. Ibzan was 

the first judge from Judah (Bethlehem) since Othniel. He too followed Gideon’s example and 

had 30 sons and 30 daughters whom he married to influential people outside his tribe to enhance 

his influence. 

 

ELON (12:11-12) – All we know about this man is that he was from the tribe of Zebulun (area of 

Galilee) and judged for ten years. He was buried in Aijalon. 

 

ABDON (12:13-15) – Abdon also had a large family – 40 sons and 30 grandsons who rode on 

donkeys. The mention of the Amalekites may hint at a confrontation with Israel during his time 

as judge.  

 

Most of these judges lived during a time of peace. These were days of ‘small things’ as people 

lived their ordinary lives. But God uses people in the ordinary days. They are just as meaningful 

to God as the “headline stories.” Faithfulness in the small things is just as important as courage 

in the midst of battle. 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalms 81-85; 1 Corinthians 8 


