
DEVOTIONS FOR 1 CORINTHIANS 3-7 
 
 
 

SWEEPING SIN UNDER THE RUG 

Wednesday, July 12 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 5 
 

1 Corinthians 5:1  It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that 

even pagans do not tolerate: A man is sleeping with his father’s wife. 2  And you are proud! Shouldn’t  

you rather have gone into mourning and have put out of your fellowship the man who has been doing 

this?...6  Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough? 

7  Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you really are. For Christ, our 

Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8  Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old bread leavened 

with malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

 
NFL Hall of Famer Fran Tarkenton got it right when he said, “Ignoring facts does not make them 

go away.” 
1
  This is exactly what the church at Corinth was doing.  The city of Corinth was 

known for its sexual laxity in the ancient world.  But the sin going on in the Corinthian church 

was something even this sexually liberal Roman society frowned on.  There was a man in the 

church who was having an affair with his own stepmother! 

 

However, instead of dealing with this man and practicing church discipline to correct this 

grievous sin, the church was simply ignoring it and allowing the man to remain in good standing 

in the congregation.  To make matters worse, instead of grieving, they were actually proud of the 

leniency and “grace” shown to this man. 

 

Paul declares God’s judgment and condemns the church’s lax attitude toward sin in their midst.  

Showing grace does not mean ignoring sin or “sweeping it under the rug” in hopes that it will go 

away.  Sometimes the most loving thing a Christian can do is confront their brother or sister who 

is allowing sin to corrupt their testimony and derail their walk with God.  Jesus gave the 

procedure for handling sin in the church in Matthew 18.  There are three important reasons for 

dealing with sin in a believer’s life head on: 

 

1. To bring repentance to the sinner – The purpose of church discipline is always to loving 

restore the sinning brother or sister to a right relationship with God and His people. 

2. To remove the stain from the church body – Paul refers to how a little yeast effects the 

whole lump of dough.  So a little sin gone unchecked can destroy the testimony and 

reputation of a whole church. 

3. To honor the name of Christ – Unrepentant sin in a believer’s life is a slap in the face to 

the Savior who died for him.  We must deal with sin in the church in order to honor our 

Lord and His call for us to be a “holy nation” (1 Peter 2:9). 
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