
STORIES OF GRACE 

Wednesday, July 11 

Reading: Psalms 107:1-32 
 

Psalm 107:8  Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for mankind 
 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come 

‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far / And grace will lead me home 

 

Thus goes one of the verses of John Newton’s great hymn “Amazing Grace.” It expressed 

Newton’s praise to God for saving him from life as a wretched slave boat captain. He could not 

thank God enough for His amazing grace. 

 

We can all relate to the words of this verse. We all have “dangers, toils, and snares” that we face. 

We all need God’s grace to not only live for Him but lead us home. Psalm 107 begins with a call 

for the redeemed to tell their stories - to give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love 

endures forever” (107:1-3). It is followed by four examples of such stories of people who God 

redeemed by His amazing grace. 

 

WANDERING IN THE WILDERNESS (107:4-9): Our first thought is of the Israelites’ 40-years 

of desert wandering because of their disobedience. But it is also a picture of anyone who is lost, 

hungry, thirsty, and exhausted. The writer of Hebrews tells of the men of faith who longed for 

the city “whose builder and maker is God” (Heb. 11:10; 13-16). When we feel lost and alone we 

must seek “the Bread of Life” and “the living water” that is Christ Himself. How can you lead 

someone to the satisfaction found only in Christ? 

 

WAITING IN PRISON (107:10-16): The psalm tells us these particular people are suffering in 

prison because they had rebelled against God’s commands, like the Israelites who were carried 

away in chains into exile. We might have the attitude that these lawbreakers deserve their fate, 

but God still loves them. When they repent and turn to Him He forgives and helps them. Can you 

pray for the prisoner? Can you pray for prison chaplains and others who work to bring the good 

news to them? What can you do to support their efforts? 

 

WITHERING WITH SICKNESS (107:17-22): These people are ill through their own foolish 

choices. They have made a mess of their lives and are suffering the consequences. But there is 

hope! God’s grace can cure their sickness and more importantly can heal their souls. What can 

you do to reach out to the drug addict, the alcoholic, the rebellious child, and others whose lives 

are in ruins?  

 

WIND-TOSSED ON STORMY SEAS (107:23-32): There is nothing more terrifying than being 

caught in a violent storm at sea. You feel utterly helpless and can lose all hope of survival. Life 

can feel like that sometimes. But like the frightened disciples on the Sea of Galilee, Jesus is with 

us in the storm and can still the storm with a whisper. 

 

Each of these “stories” ends with a command to “give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love 

and His wonderful deeds for mankind.” What is your story of God’s grace? Do you show your 

thankfulness? How can you extend this grace to others? 
 
 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE READING: Nehemiah 4-6; 1 Corinthians 5 


