
PROVERBS 25-29: LESSONS IN LEADERSHIP 

Monday, July 11 

Reading: Proverbs 28:1-5 
 

Proverbs 28:5  Evildoers do not understand what is right, but those who seek the LORD understand it fully. 
 

Proverbs 28-29 speak directly to our society today. They apply God’s wisdom to government and society. Too 

often people use the excuse “Times have changed!” to explain why they are not living according to God’s 

wisdom found in the Bible. But while technology, politics, and public opinion may change – God’s Word does 

not! These principles apply just as much today as they did 3000 years ago. 

 

John Maxwell, a pastor who has spent his life studying and writing about leadership has said, “A leader is one 

who knows the way, goes the way, and shows the way.”
1
 These first 5 verses tell us some qualities that make or 

break a leader. 

  

CLEAR CONSCIENCE (28:1) – The wicked are always looking over their shoulder because they have a guilty 

conscience. They are always afraid their past will catch up with them. Even if they refuse to admit it, deep down 

they know judgment is coming from those they have wronged and from the Lord. By contrast, those who live 

for God can be “bold”. This word means to be confident, secure, to feel safe. The righteous have nothing to fear 

because they “fear the Lord” and live for Him.  
 

“The LORD is my light and my salvation— whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life— of 

whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1) 
 

“You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in You” (Isaiah 26:3)  

 

COMMON SENSE (28:2) – It is a fact of history that corrupt rulers produce corrupt societies. When a nation 

rebels against God disaster will always follow. Discernment or common sense is the only solution and this 

comes from a knowledge of and obedience to God. The following paraphrases help us understand the meaning 

of this proverb. 
 

“When the country is in chaos, everybody has a plan to fix it— But it takes a leader of real understanding to 

straighten things out” (The Message) 
 

“When there is moral rot within a nation, its government topples easily. But wise and knowledgeable leaders 

bring stability” (New Living Translation) 

 

CARE FOR THE POOR (28:3) – The NIV translation of “ruler” comes from the Hebrew word for poor man 

(see NKJV, ESV, and others). Many politicians claim to be just like those they serve but use their power to get 

what they want instead of helping those in need. Just as driving rain destroys the crops instead of helping them, 

so leaders who abuse their authority destroy lives instead of serving them. 

 

COMMITMENT TO GOD’S WORD (28:4-5) – “Instruction” is the Hebrew word tôrāh and refers to God’s 

law. A leader cannot know what is right if they do not live according to God’s Word. They end up praising 

those who are as sinful and selfish as they are! Those who understand and obey God’s Word must stand up for 

the truth and resist the spread of wickedness. 
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 https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/john_c_maxwell_383606?src=t_leadership 

 

 
READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Revelation 13 


