
MICAH: THE COURTROOM OF GOD 

Saturday, July 11 

Reading: Micah 6 
 

Micah 6:8  He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act  

justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 
 

Micah begins his third and final message by taking God’s people to court. The Lord lays out his 

case against Israel and calls on all creation to hear (6:1-2). It is amazing that despite all their 

rebellion and complaining God still calls them “My people.” He asks them why they have grown 

tired of Him and turned to other gods. 

 

The next point in God’s case is to remind Israel of all He has done for them (6:3-5). He mentions 

the Exodus from Egypt in which God made them a nation. He gave them leaders like Moses, 

Aaron, and Miriam to guide them in their walk with God. He stopped the plots of their enemies 

to destroy them (for the story of Balak and Balaam see Numbers 22-24). The “journey from 

Shittim to Gilgal” was the last leg of their journey to the Promised Land. He parted the Jordan 

River so they could cross into Canaan. Gilgal was their first camp in the land of promise. In all 

these things God had shown His grace by being Israel’s Protector and Defender.  

 

Micah now responds for the nation (6:6-8). What should the people do to get right with God? 

Sacrifices could not take care of sin. They were meant to be an outward expression of the inner 

faith and love of the one offering them. God was looking for a personal relationship with His 

people where they would exhibit the character of God – “to act justly and to love mercy.” They 

needed to take their relationship with God seriously and humbly follow His direction. Instead 

they are acting exactly the opposite of what God required (6:9-12). 

 

Having presented His case against them, God now turns to the verdict. They are guilty and He 

must bring judgment (6:13). No matter how much they have they will never be satisfied (6:14). 

Their efforts to increase their crops would be useless as someone else would reap the benefits 

(6:15). They would become the derision and scorn of the nations around them (6:16). All this 

would occur “because of your sins.” 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. “My People, What Have I Done To You?” God often begins by asking a question. He wants 

us to think about our situation and our commitment to Him. When our relationship with God 

is broken it is because we have turned away. God is always there calling us back. He does not 

disown us. We are still His people and He loves us too much to let us waste our lives. What 

does it mean for you “To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God”? 

 

2. “Therefore I Will Give You Over to Ruin.” When God’s hand of blessing is withheld the 

inevitable result is desolation. The prophet warned the nation from the start to gain wisdom 

by fearing God and paying attention to His discipline (6:9). But even when they had a godly 

king, there was always an undercurrent of idolatry and rebellion ready to rear its ugly head 

when he was gone. God is patient but He will not allow sin to go unpunished forever. Pray 

for a revival in the hearts of the people of our nation. Let it begin with the churches turning 

back to a vibrant walk with God and a fire to reach the lost. Let it begin with you as you give 

your heart and life fully to the Lord’s service.   

 


