
ABIMELEK: THE FIRE OF SIN 
Sunday, July 11 

Reading: Judges 9:22-57 
 

Judges 9:56  Thus God repaid the wickedness that Abimelek had done to his father by murdering his  

seventy brothers.  
 

In the 1920’s the world paid little notice to a little German political group called the Nationalist 
Socialist German Workers’ Party or its leader Adolf Hitler. Even after Hitler and his Nazis 

gained control of Germany in 1933, their actions went virtually unchallenged for six years until 
Hitler invaded Poland and World War II officially began. “Once the tide of evil builds, nothing 

can contain it in the end.” 1 
 
This was the case with Abimelek. He has a “falling out” with the city of Shechem. They set up 

ambushes on the roads that would hamper the trade routes and call Abimelek’s ability to control 
his territory into question. With Abimelek no longer living in Shechem (He is now living in 

Arumah about 5 miles away – 9:41), a man named Gaal gains support from Shechem’s leaders. 
But governor Zebul warns Abimelek of Gaal’s threats and he sends an army that defeats Gaal 
and his followers (9:22-41). 

 
Paranoid that Shechem will still revolt against his rule, Abimelek attacks the people as they work 

in the fields. He invades the city, kills the inhabitants, and destroys the city. Those who survive 
escape to the temple fortress of their god for safety. However Abimelek shows his vicious nature 
by burning them alive within the tower (9:42-49). 

 
Not satisfied with the destruction of Shechem, Abimelek attacks the nearby city of Thebez. He 

attempts to burn them alive as well but he is stopped in his tracks. Women would grind grain by 
hand using two rocks (millstones) about 8 to 10 inches in length and several inches thick. A 
woman in the tower threw the upper stone and hit Abimelek in the head cracking his skull. Not 

wanting the shame of being killed by a woman, the dying king asks his armor-bearing to kill him 
with his sword. Thus ended the bloody reign of Abimelek. 

 
There are two lessons we can learn from this terrible tale of murder and tyranny: 
 

1. THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD - Notice that this episode is bookended by statements of 
God working behind the scenes (9:23-24; 56-57). God is in control. He uses the wickedness 
of the world to discipline and call His people back. His love is shown by allowing the 

consequences of sin to work themselves out. He loves us too much to allow sin to go 
unchecked and undisciplined. People who continue to reject God and His standards will one 

day reap the results of their rebellion – either in this life or the next. 
 
2. THE DANGER OF SIN – This appalling episode all began with the resentment and hatred in 

the heart of Abimelek. That sin left unchecked grew until it made him a murderous, heartless 
monster. “We think that sin can be contained; but it cannot. We talk about ‘little’ sins and 

‘white’ lies, to persuade ourselves that we can stop whenever we wish, but it is not like 
that.”1 The danger of sin is like a fire that will consume our lives if we are not careful to rely 
on the Spirit’s power to defeat temptation and confess and repent of sin the moment we 

realize it. 
 

 

 
 
1  David Jackman. The Preacher’s Commentary, Vol. 7: Judges & Ruth, 280 

 


