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BACKWARD ATTITUDE 

Tuesday, July 11 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 4 
 

1 Corinthians 4:8  Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! You have begun to 

reign—and that without us! How I wish that you really had begun to reign so that we also might reign  

with you! 9  For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession,  

like those condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle to the whole universe, to 

angels as well as to human beings. 10  We are fools for Christ, but you are so wise in Christ! We are 

weak, but you are strong! You are honored, we are dishonored! 11  To this very hour we go hungry  

and thirsty, we are in rags, we are brutally treated, we are homeless. 12  We work hard with our own 

hands. When we are cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; 13  when we are 

slandered, we answer kindly. We have become the scum of the earth, the garbage of the world—right  

up to this moment. 14  I am writing this not to shame you but to warn you as my dear children.  

 

The arrogant Corinthian believers sound like the lyrics from Irving Berlin’s famous tune from 

the musical Annie Get Your Gun: 

 

Anything you can do I can do better / I can do anything better than you… 

Anything you can be I can be greater, / Sooner or later I’m greater than you… 

 

We won’t understand 1 Corinthians 4:8-14 until we realize that Paul is using sarcasm to expose 

the arrogance of these shallow Christians.  Apparently some of the leaders in the church thought 

they were better than Paul who had brought them the gospel.  They believed themselves to be 

rich (v. 8), wise and strong (v. 10).  They wanted everyone to honor and think well of them (v. 

10).  Paul exposes this false pride by revealing that a true servant of God is treated like a prisoner 

of war by the world.  After losing the war, the remaining enemy army would be marched through 

the streets of Rome at the end of the victory procession to be jeered and mocked by the crowds 

and ultimately die in the games at the arena.  Paul calls the servants of God “the scum of the 

earth, the garbage of the world.”  This is how believers appear to the unbelieving world. 

 

Beware when the world speaks well of you!  It may be an indication that they are not seeing 

Christ shine through your life the way that He should.  If we are true servants of the Lord, the 

world will take notice.  Our godly character should be so exposed that we cannot be mistaken for 

anything other disciples of Christ.  

 

 

 


