
MICAH: KING, SHEPHERD, PEACE 

Friday, July 10 

Reading: Micah 4-5 
 

Micah 5:4  He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name 

 of the LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.  
 

Though the temple was about to be destroyed, Micah saw a day when it would be “established as 

the highest of the mountains” (4:1). “The last days” refers to the time of Messiah’s return to set 

up His kingdom. Micah describes the kingdom as a time of Perfect Worship (4:1), Perfect 

Knowledge (4:2), Perfect Justice and Peace as the Lord judges the nations (4:3) and people will 

experience Perfect Contentment and Joy (4:4). God will restore His ‘lame’ and exiled people and 

rule over them forever (4:6-8). Though Judah was currently experiencing God’s judgment, a day 

was coming when God would fight for them and punish the nations (4:9-13). 

 

Having described God’s victory over the nations “in the last days,” the prophet now identifies the 

Savior who will bring it all about (5:1-5). Though no human king could save them, God 

promised another King would come to their rescue. He would not come with great pomp and 

fanfare but will be born in the tiny village of Bethlehem. But this “ruler over Israel” is more than 

a human king. His “origins are from of old, from ancient times.” This coming King is eternal 

God in human flesh. The deliverance described here refers to Jesus’ Second Coming in glory. 

 

The people of Israel often were scattered and abused. Messiah will be the Shepherd that makes 

His flock secure and safe (5:4). Israel never had peace as they were constantly at war with or 

conquered by the nations around them. But Messiah would be their final and ultimate peace 

(5:5a). In this passage Assyria stands for all the nations that oppose God and persecute His 

people. God Himself will rescue His people and bring ultimate peace (5:5b-6). He will make 

Israel great and godly again (5:7-15) 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. “They Will Beat Their Swords into Plowshares.” These words are written on a wall across 

from the United Nations building in New York. But this monument leaves out the most 

important part. There will be no lasting peace brought in by human diplomacy or treaties. 

True peace will only come when Christ “will judge between nations.” Ultimate peace only 

arrives with the Prince of Peace. We often get upset when human efforts at peace fail. But we 

must remember that peace based on human origins will always fail eventually. Instead of 

focusing so much effort on politics and military strategy, we as believers should be 

proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ. He is the only One who will finally bring “peace on 

earth.” In the meantime, we can have “peace with God” (Romans 5:1) and “the peace of 

God” (Philippians 4:7) in our hearts. 

 

2. “He Will Be Our Peace.” The Apostle Paul cites this verse when he says, “But now in Christ 

Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He 

Himself is our peace…” (Ephesians 2:13-14). Peace is more than the absence of war. It is a 

state of well-being, harmony, tranquility that can only come from a relationship with God 

through Jesus Christ. It is a peace the world cannot understand; one that can calm our fears 

and give us strength to stand (see John 14:27). 
 

 

READ THE NT: 2 Corinthians 5 


