
ABIMELEK: A NATION GONE UNDER 
Saturday, July 10 

Reading: Judges 9:1-21 
 

Judges 9:19  So have you acted honorably and in good faith toward Jerub-Baal and his family today?  

If you have, may Abimelek be your joy, and may you be his, too! 20  But if you have not, let fire come  

out from Abimelek and consume you, the citizens of Shechem and Beth Millo, and let fire come out from 

you…and consume Abimelek!” 
 

In August 1984, while addressing an ecumenical prayer breakfast in Dallas, President Ronald 
Reagan spoke these words: "We establish no religion in this country, nor will we ever…But we 

poison our society when we remove its theological underpinnings...Without God, there is a 
coarsening of the society. And without God, democracy will not and cannot endure. If we ever 

forget that we are one nation under God, then we will be a nation gone under." 1  
 
The story of Abimelek is an example of President Reagan’s words. The sins of Gideon’s final 

years had great repercussions. Our sins always have a wider impact and affect more people than 
we realize. The people of Israel had forsaken God. In His place they turned to idols for worship 

and wicked men for leadership. Abimelek was the son of Gideon by his concubine from 
Shechem (possibly a Canaanite woman). He was probably looked down on by his half-brothers 
because they were children of Gideon’s wives not a concubine. This caused a resentment and 

hatred for them in Abimelek’s heart. He turns to his mother’s family and the people of his home 
town for support. He argues that he would be a better ruler for them since he is one of them  

(9:1-2). 
 
The people of Shechem agree and give Abimelek 70 silver pieces from the temple treasury of 

Baal-Berith, the chief god of the city. He uses it to hire “hit men” to murder his 70 half-brothers 
and eliminate any rival to his rule. After the slaughter, Abimelek returns to Shechem where the 

people of the city crown him king (9:3-6). 
 
However the youngest of Gideon’s son Jotham escaped. He climbed Mount Gerizim and uses its 

excellent acoustics to deliver a parable to the city of Shechem below (9:7-21). In his parable, the 
trees represent the leaders of Shechem. The olive tree, fig tree, and vine were important to the 

agriculture and prosperity of Israel. But the thornbush was a nuisance. It had no value other than 
to start fires in the wilderness. That the trees would choose the thornbush was ridiculous. It grew 
so low to the ground it had no shade to give anyone refuge (9:15). Abimelek was like the 

thornbush! Unlike Gideon, he had not risked his life for them. Instead he had killed Gideon’s 
sons and the leaders of Shechem had helped in this treachery. Jotham warned them that 

Abimelek could just as easily turn and “consume” them as well. After his speech, Jotham goes 
into hiding. 
 

Israel had fallen far! Shechem had been where Abraham built his first altar to worship God 
(Genesis 12:6-7). It was where Joshua had renewed Israel’s covenant with God after the 

Conquest (Joshua 24:1-28). Now Shechem was ruled by a wicked king and worshiped idols. A 
nation that abandons God’s standards will get what they deserve. Thomas Jefferson is quoted as 
saying, “I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just, His justice cannot sleep 

forever.” 2 May America heed his warning! 
 
 

 
1  https://www.mcall.com/opinion/readers -react/mc-kesselring-america-god-nation-removal-20170810-story.html 
2  https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/thomas_jefferson_157225 

 


