
IN THE GARDEN 

Sunday, July 10 
 

 

[1]  I come to the garden alone    

While the dew is still on the roses   

And the voice I hear falling on my ear 

Within my heart is ringing 

 

[2] He speaks and the sound of His voice    

Is so sweet the birds hush their singing 

And the melody that He gave to me 

The Son of God discloses    

      

 

 

[CHORUS] And He walks with me and He talks with me 

And He tells me I am His own 

And the joy we share as we tarry there 

None other has ever known 

 

[3] I’d stay in the garden with Him 

Though the night around me be falling 

But He bids me go through the voice of woe 

His voice to me is calling 
 

Charles Austin Miles (1868-1946) was a pharmacist who "looked a little like a southern colonel with his white 

mustache and a small flower in his lapel. His extraordinary sense of humor and dry wit could be very caustic if 

he thought the occasion demanded it - a truly brilliant man."
1
 He is best known as a song writer. He left his 

pharmacy career in 1892 to focus full-time on music and song writing. Later in life he served as the editor and 

manager of a music publishing company for 37 years. 

 

It was in March of 1912 that his most famous song was written. Miles’ hobby was photography and he often 

read his Bible in his dark room while he waited for the film to develop. On this particular day he was reading 

John chapter 20 in his dark room. As he read the story of Mary Magdalene meeting Jesus at the tomb after the 

resurrection, he felt like he was part of the scene. “I seemed to be standing at the entrance of a garden, looking 

down a gently winding path, shaded by olive branches. He then describes the arrival of Mary, Peter, and John as 

they gathered at the tomb, followed by the appearance of Jesus.”
2
 As the scene faded Miles thought, "This is not 

an experience limited to a happening almost 2,000 years ago. It is the daily companionship with the Lord that 

makes up the Christian's life."
1
 He quickly sat down and wrote the poem which would become “In the Garden.” 

That evening he composed the music and a new hymn was born.  

 

Many artists have sung this popular hymn and it is found in most hymnbooks today. It was first made popular 

by Homer Rodeheaver and Virginia Asher who used the song during the Billy Sunday campaigns in the early 

20
th

 century. It was a favorite hymn of Elvis Presley and he recorded it on his gospel album (listen @ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r3b_dt3nQn4) and has been performed and recorded by many others.  
 

Some have criticized the song for its somber tone and music. They explain that this was moment of joy and feel 

“In the Garden” does not express this feeling of excitement at the Resurrection of Jesus. However you feel, this 

song does remind us of the importance of Jesus’ resurrection for us today. We do not serve a dead Savior. He is 

alive! “He walks with me and talks with me and He tells me I am His own.” The song focuses on hearing the 

voice of Jesus. It is ringing in Mary’s heart. It is a sweet melody. It is calling her to joyful fellowship like “no 

other has ever known.” 

 

Are you listening for Jesus’ voice? We can have the experience of meeting the risen Lord as Mary did when we 

commit ourselves to His Word, prayer, and relying on the Holy Spirit to remind us that Jesus still walks and 

talks with us today. He is still telling us we are His own. Are you living like it? 

 

 
Listen to the full song sung by Selah @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j82xazAEhYQ 

 
1
  https://www.staugustine.com/story/lifestyle/faith/2015/03/05/story-behind-song-garden/16247416007/ 

2
  https://www.christianmusicandhymns.com/2015/06/in-garden-i-come-to-garden-alone-gospel.html 

 


