
2 TIMOTHY: TRUTH & ERROR 

Wednesday, July 10 

Reading: 2 Timothy 2:14-19 
 

2 Timothy 2:15  Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to  

be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 
 

Timothy is to warn the believers about false teachers. False teachers love to argue! Paul warns that this 

kind of “quarrelling about words” has no value and only leads to deception and ruin. Paul calls this 

“godless chatter (literally ‘profane babbling or nonsense’). Listening to these lies will only lead a person 

deeper into an ungodly lifestyle. Paul says it will “spread like gangrene,” a word used for any fast-

spreading disease. Like gangrene or cancer, if false teaching is not dealt with quickly it will spread and 

infect the whole church. It must be “cut out” and eliminated from the body of Christ. 

 

The way to combat false doctrine is with the truth of God’s Word. Paul gives us some important 

instructions regarding “rightly dividing the word of truth” (2:15 NKJV). First, DO YOUR BEST. This 

means to be diligent, make every effort, and exert energy. Believers must put hard work into studying 

and applying God’s Word. To PRESENT YOURSELF TO GOD has to do with the goal of proving our 

commitment to Christ by living according to His Word. To be APPROVED means that you have passed 

the test. Those who are diligent in “living by the Book” do not seek men’s approval. Their desire is to 

stand before God and not be ASHAMED of the life and serve they have lived for the Lord. In Greek, to 

CORRECTLY HANDLE means to ‘cut straight.’ As a tentmaker, Paul would know the importance of 

cutting straight lines. It would take concentration and patience to cut straight. Likewise, a believer must 

be careful and diligent when handling God’s Word. The false teachers were making up their own 

theology. A true believer will take God at His Word and accurately apply it! 

 

LESSON ONE: “Avoid Godless Chatter.” False teachers will use human reason and logic to try to 

“prove” their way of thinking is correct. They will twist and distort Scripture to their own ideas. Many 

times key words will be given different definitions to suit their faulty theology. Any religion or teaching 

that does not base its beliefs on God’s Word and God’s Word alone is “godless chatter” to be avoided 

and denounced. Can you spot false teachings when you hear and see them? What might you need to do 

to be better able to defend against these lies of Satan? 

 

LESSON TWO: “God’s Solid Foundation Stands Firm.” Despite the attempts of Satan to infiltrate the 

Church and destroy it through false teaching, God’s foundation stands. The two “seals” that prove this 

are that God knows who His true followers are and that true believers will turn from sin and live for the 

Savior (2:19). The Church of Jesus Christ who stands on His Word will never fall because (1) God is 

sovereign – in control of His Church and those who belong to Him and (2) believers are responsible – 

their ultimate desire is to live for the Lord and turn away from evil. What desires drive your life? How 

are you using what you learn from God’s Word to keep your foundation and the foundation of your 

church strong? 
 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings:  Psalms 69-72; 1 Corinthians 5 


