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FOLLOW THE LEADER 

Monday, July 10 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 3 
 

1 Corinthians 3:4  For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not  

mere human beings? 5  What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom  

you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6  I planted the seed, Apollos watered  

it, but God has been making it grow. 7  So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is 

anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8  The one who plants and the one who waters have  

one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own labor. 9  For we are co-workers in 

God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

 

Henry Ward Beecher was the famous minister at the Plymouth Church in Brooklyn, New York 

during the 1800’s.  People would come from miles around just to see and hear him preach.  On 

one particular Sunday the crowd waited anxiously for the famous preacher.  However, on this 

day Thomas K. Beecher was filling the pulpit for his famous brother.  Upon seeing Thomas 

many of the sightseers got up and began to leave.  Thomas raised his hand for attention and then 

proclaimed, “All those who came here this morning to worship Henry Ward Beecher may now 

withdraw from the church; all who came to worship God may remain.” 
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The Corinthian church had a similar problem.  They were “worshipping” their preachers instead 

of worshipping God.  They were dividing into little cliques – some following Paul and some 

Apollos. This was splintering the church and threatened to destroy the spread of the gospel.  Paul 

reminded them that both he and Apollos were only servants that God used to bring them the 

gospel and help them grow in their faith.  It was only God who could make them grow! 

 

It is not wrong to learn from godly examples.  Later in this chapter, Paul will tell the Corinthians 

to imitate his walk (3:16-17).  The problem comes when our whole focus is on the leader and not 

on the Lord.  We can become so enamored with a particular preacher or teacher that we wrongly 

assume he can do no wrong!  Maybe he has a big church or a popular TV ministry so we think he 

is “the greatest.”  Perhaps he is a powerful speaker and we hang on his every word.  While there 

is nothing wrong with being popular, speaking well, and having a big congregation, Christians 

cannot let these things sway them from trusting in the Lord and not in the pastor.  Human beings 

will fail us!  And sometimes when they do, Christians who are looking solely at the preacher can 

become disillusioned with the church.   

 

Paul gives us a good reminder.  We are all servants of God called to do various tasks to fulfill 

His purpose for His church.  We are “fellow workers” but it is God who makes us grow.  It is our 

responsibility to faithfully serve, keeping our eyes fixed on the Great Gardener – God Himself. 
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