
ASA: THE DANGER OF FORGETTING 

Saturday, January 7 

Reading: 2 Chronicles 14-16 
 

2 Chronicles 16:9  For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully 

committed to Him. You have done a foolish thing, and from now on you will be at war." 10  Asa was angry with the  

seer because of this; he was so enraged that he put him in prison. 
 

While the northern kingdom of Israel had no godly kings, Judah in the south had several kings who “did what 

was good and right in the eyes of the Lord.”  Asa was the great-grandson of Solomon. His reign begins very 

well. He enjoyed a period of peace in which he fortified the nation and commanded the people to seek the Lord. 

He destroyed the idols in the land and even deposed his grandmother as queen mother because of her idol 

worship. 

 

When they are invaded by the superior forces of the Cushites, Asa turns to God in prayer and the Lord gives 

them a great victory. It is at this point that a prophet commends King Asa but also warns him to stray true to 

God. These words stir Asa to even greater reforms and leading his nation in worship. 

 

But something happened. Later in his reign the king of Israel attacks Judah. But instead of turning to the Lord as 

before, Asa uses temple money to bribe the king of Aram to break his treaty with Israel and get them off his 

back. For this, the prophet Hanani rebukes Asa for trusting in the king of Aram instead of in God. As a result, 

Asa will now experience war. 

 

Instead of repenting, King Asa becomes angry and throws the prophet in prison. He then begins to abuse his 

people. Three years later, he contracts a severe foot disease. But again he refuses to turn to the Lord for help. 

After a few years of suffering, Asa dies. His reign may have started well but it ended in rebellion against God. 

He hardened his heart to the things of the Lord and it cost him everything. 
 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. What happened to turn Asa away from God? While Scripture does not tell us exactly, it appears that during 

his years of prosperity and peace he forgot about God who had given him these blessings! By leaving God 

out of his life Asa became an angry, resentful man who rejected God’s messengers and abused God’s 

people. Do you ever forget that God is the Source of everything you have? Where does this forgetting lead?  

How can you avoid forgetting God? 

 

2. The prophet’s warning (16:7-9) hints at the fact that Asa’s heart was not fully committed to God. What does 

it mean to be fully committed to God? What steps do you need to take to be fully committed to God today? 
 

 

 

 

 


