
REHOBOAM: YOUR OWN WORSE ENEMY 

Friday, January 6 

Reading: 2 Chronicles 11-12 
 

2 Chronicles 12:5  Then the prophet Shemaiah came to Rehoboam and to the leaders of Judah who had assembled in 
Jerusalem for fear of Shishak, and he said to them, "This is what the LORD says, 'You have abandoned Me; therefore,  
I now abandon you to Shishak.'" 6  The leaders of Israel and the king humbled themselves and said, "The LORD is just."  
7  When the LORD saw that they humbled themselves, this word of the LORD came to Shemaiah: "Since they have  
humbled themselves, I will not destroy them but will soon give them deliverance.” 

 

With the command from God not to pursue a war with Jeroboam and the deserting ten tribes, Rehoboam turns 

to strengthening the tribes of Judah and Benjamin that have remained loyal to him.   

 

But Rehoboam forgot that Jeroboam was not the enemy he needed to fear. His own heart would become the 

king’s own worst enemy. Once he felt secure and strong, Rehoboam “abandoned the law of the Lord.” 1 Kings 

14 gives us the sordid details. 
 

22  Judah did evil in the eyes of the LORD. By the sins they committed they stirred up His jealous anger more than their fathers 

had done. 23  They also set up for themselves high places, sacred stones and Asherah poles on every high hill and under every 

spreading tree. 24  There were even male shrine prostitutes in the land; the people engaged in all the detestable practices of the 

nations the LORD had driven out before the Israelites. 
 

As judgement for this unfaithfulness, the Lord allowed Shishak of Egypt to invade Judah. He conquered much 

of the land and threatened Jerusalem itself. Upon hearing the message of God’s judgment from the prophet, 

Rehoboam and the elders accept God’s punishment as just and humble themselves before the Lord. Thus God 

gave them deliverance from destruction. However, Shishak did raid the Temple treasury and the personal 

treasury of the king, taking all the gold back to Egypt and making Judah subject to his rule. 

 

Unlike the northern kingdom of Israel, God did find “some good in Judah.” King Rehoboam was willing to 

humble himself before God in times of crisis. However, the final verdict on his reign was that “he did evil 

because he had not set his heart on seeking the Lord.” 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Rehoboam allowed the security and strength of his kingdom to interfere with his relationship with God. He 

believed his success was of his own making and so turned from God to do things his own way. How can the 

“stuff” in our lives hinder our relationship with God? What can we do to help us remember that everything 

we have is a gift from God and we should use it to honor Him? 

 

2. God sometimes allows trouble and pain in our lives to get our attention and draw us back to a close 

relationship with Him. What has God used in your life to strengthen your walk with Him? What has been 

your response when this happens? 

 

3. God forgave the sin of Rehoboam and the elders when they repented, but that did not mean that the 

consequences were removed. He still lost his riches and his independence to Shishak. Sin always has 

consequences! Knowing this, what steps can you take to not sin in the first place? When the consequences 

of sin do come, how should you respond?  

 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: 1 Kings 16 


