
JEROBOAM: WHAT’S YOUR EPITAPH? 

Thursday, January 5 

Reading: 1 Kings 14 
 

1 Kings 14:14  "The LORD will raise up for Himself a king over Israel who will cut off the family of Jeroboam. This is the day! 

What? Yes, even now. 15  And the LORD will strike Israel, so that it will be like a reed swaying in the water. He will uproot 

Israel from this good land that He gave to their forefathers and scatter them beyond the River, becausethey provoked the  

LORD to anger by making Asherah poles. 16  And He will give Israel up because of the sins Jeroboam has committed and  

has caused Israel to commit." 
 

Though Jeroboam continues to lead Israel deeper into idol worship, when he is in trouble he once again calls out 

to God. His son Abijah is very sick and he sends his wife to seek the word of the Lord from Ahijah, the prophet 

who years earlier had proclaimed that he would become king of the ten tribes. Though she is in disguise and 

Ahijah is blind from age, God informs the prophet of her arrival and purpose.   

 

He delivers the bad news that her son will die as soon as she returns home. He tells her to remind her husband 

Jeroboam of God’s grace in choosing him to be king and how He tore the kingdom away from the house of 

David. Yet Jeroboam had rejected God and “thrust Me behind [his] back.” Now God promises to tear the 

kingdom away from him and utterly destroy his family.  Then Ahijah makes the startling claim that Jeroboam’s 

boy who was about to die would be the only member of his family that people would mourn over because “he is 

the only one in the house of Jeroboam in whom the Lord, the God of Israel, has found anything good.” 

Jeroboam had led his entire family and nation away from God. 

 

Jeroboam ruled Israel for twenty-two long years of rebellion and sinking deeper into idolatry. Over twenty 

times in the books of 1 & 2 Kings God states that the kings of Israel “walked in all the ways of Jeroboam son of 

Nebat and in the sin which he had caused Israel to sin.” The future of the nation and their ultimate destruction 

was set in place by the pride and rebellion of Jeroboam. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Do you know anyone who only turns to God when they are in trouble or in need? What does this tell us 

about their faith? Can a person see God only as a “Get-Out-of-Trouble Free” card and be a true believer? 

 

2. Jeroboam had a good start. He was hand-picked by God and promised a bright and blessed future if he 

remained true to the Lord.  However, fear and greed over keeping his power led him to reject God and make 

up his own system of beliefs.  Do you know people who make up their own ideas about who God is? What 

do these human ideas of God usually look like? How do they compare to what God says about Himself in 

the Bible? What shapes your view of who God is and what He wants you to do? 
 

 

 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: 1 Kings 15 


