
JEROBOAM: GOLDEN CALVES AND EPITAPHS 

Tuesday, January 3 

Reading: 1 Kings 12:16-30 
 

1 Kings 12:28  After seeking advice, the king made two golden calves. He said to the people, “It is too much for you to  

go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt”…30  And this thing became a sin; the  

people came to worship the one at Bethel and went as far as Dan to worship the other. 
 

God’s people are now divided. The ten northern tribes form their own kingdom and make Jeroboam their king. 

The word of the Lord was fulfilled that Jeroboam would become king. God further protects Jeroboam by not 

allowing Rehoboam to make war with his brother Israelites. 

 

But Jeroboam is neither grateful to God nor faithful in his worship. He is afraid his new nation will fall if the 

people continue to go to Jerusalem to worship at the Temple, so he builds new centers of worship at both ends 

of his kingdom. Instead of worshipping God at Jerusalem he encourages his people to worship the golden calves 

in Bethel and Dan.  

 

By leading the people into idolatry, Jeroboam set his new nation on a collision course with destruction. His 

epitaph is written throughout the books of Kings. When the reign of an evil king is summarized it reads “he did 

evil in the eyes of the Lord by following the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin” (1 Kings 

15:54; 16:2, 26; 22:52; 2 Kings 3:3; 10:29; 10:31; 13:2, 6, 11; 14:24; 15:9, 18, 24, 28; 17:21-22; 23:15). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER:   
1. “Epitaph.” How would you like to be remembered? Because he abandoned the Lord and led Israel into sin, 

Jeroboam will be forever remembered as the man who caused the downfall of his nation. While our lives 

may not affect the course of nations (but who knows?) they do affect those around us. Others will see and 

follow our example. What steps do you need to make so your life proclaims that you followed the Lord and 

caused people to look to Him? 

 

2. “Forgetting God.” This is a dark period for Israel! God has been forgotten by both the kings of Judah from 

David’s line and the new kingdom of Israel in the north. When we forget God disaster always follows. In  

1 Kings 12 we have encountered selfishness, pride, arrogance, threats, and violence. People replaced God  

in their lives and “worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator” (Romans 1:25). What a sad 

picture! To the church at Sardis Christ said, “Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; hold 

it fast, and repent” (Revelation 3:3). What do you need to remember? What do you need to hold on to? Of 

what might you need to repent? 

 

3. “Repeated Idols.” Jeroboam’s choice of worship was not new. The Israelites had worshipped a golden calf 

at Sinai while Moses was on the mountain receiving the Ten Commandments (Exodus 32). He even used the 

same “call to worship” that Aaron had used all those centuries before (Ex. 32:4). It was very convenient for 

the people. No longer would they have to travel to worship. They could worship in “their own backyard.”  

Often we stray from God in old ways we have done before or that are more convenient than doing it God’s 

way. We forget the consequences of our sin and think, “Hey, if it worked before – let’s do it again!” What 

happens when we continue to commit the same sins? How do we break the cycle? 

 

 
READING THE STORY: 1 Kings 13 


