
TURNING THE KING’S HEART 

Tuesday, January 31 

Reading: Daniel 3-4 
 

Daniel 4:37  Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything He does  

is right and all His ways are just. And those who walk in pride He is able to humble. 
 

Perhaps remembering the statue from his dream, Nebuchadnezzar constructs a statue of his own and orders all 

his officials to bow to it. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refuse to bow and the king gives them his 

ultimatum: Bow or burn! He arrogantly believes that no man or god can save them from his power. The answer 

of these three Hebrew teens is astounding: 
 

Daniel 3:17  If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and He 

will rescue us from your hand, O king. 18  But even if He does not, we want you to know, O king, that we 

will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 
 

This response makes the king so furious that he makes the furnace so hot that it kills the guards who toss them 

in. However Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego emerge unharmed. This miraculous deliverance so impresses 

Nebuchadnezzar that he issues an order that no one is to speak against their God. God is still working on this 

pagan king! 

 

Later, Nebuchadnezzar has another dream about a majestic tree that is chopped down. Daniel sadly interprets 

this dream to mean that God will punish Nebuchadnezzar for his pride, remove him from power, and force him 

to live like an animal. He pleads with the king to renounce his pride and wickedness so these terrible 

consequences will not occur. 

 

Daniel’s plea works for a while. But a year later, while Nebuchadnezzar is boasting about the great empire HE 

had built by HIS power and for HIS glory the judgment of God falls and the king is driven from his throne and 

lives like an animal until he recognized that God is sovereign and gives power to whomever He chooses. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar’s sanity and kingdom are restored and he now believes that Daniel’s God is the true God.  

I believe we will see Nebuchadnezzar someday in heaven. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Proverbs 21:1 says, “The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD; He directs it like a watercourse wherever 

He pleases.” Nebuchadnezzar is an example of this truth. God used the influence of Daniel and his friends to 

turn the king’s prideful heart to one that trusted in the one true God. How are you being an influence on the 

people in your life? Whose heart might God want to use you to direct toward Him? 

 

2. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were willing to die for their convictions. Is there anything that can shake 

your convictions and faith? Why or why not? 

 

3. “Pride goes before a fall” (Proverbs 16:18). Pride is one of Satan’s favorite tools to destroy lives. It can 

blind a person to their need for God and lead them to destruction. Do you ever have one of these prideful 

attitudes: (1) I don’t need to pray! I can handle this one myself! (2) I’m glad I’m better than THAT person! 

In what other areas might a spirit of pride hurt your relationship with God and others? 

 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Daniel 1-3 


