
JOSIAH: THE LOST BOOK 

Tuesday, January 17 

Reading: 2 Kings 22-23 
 

2 Kings 22:8  Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the Book of the Law in the temple  
of the LORD.” He gave it to Shaphan, who read it...10  Then Shaphan the secretary informed the king, “Hilkiah the  
priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read from it in the presence of the king. 11  When the king heard the words  
of the Book of the Law, he tore his robes. 

 

After half a century of darkness, the kingdom of Judah finally had a godly king. Unlike his father Amon and 

grandfather Manasseh, Josiah “did what was right in the eyes of the Lord.” He began to clean up the idolatry 

that had run rampant over his country in the preceding decades. While repairing the temple a remarkable 

discovery was made. “I have found the Book of the Law in the temple of the Lord,” proclaimed the high priest 

(22:8). With the nation turning away from God and even setting up idols in the temple, the Word of God had 

been lost! 

 

Upon hearing what God had told Moses about the punishment for disobedience and rebellion, King Josiah 

mourned over the sins that had broken God’s heart (22:11-13). He then stepped up his efforts to reform the 

nation. Josiah read God’s Word to all the people and renewed their covenant with God (23:1-3). He destroyed 

all the idol worship of the land, even going as far as destroying the shrines in the former northern kingdom of 

Israel (23:4-20), and tried to lead his people back to God (23:21-25). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER 

1. “I Have Found the Book of the Law.” Imagine an entire nation losing their Bible! After decades of abusing 

the Temple and worshipping idols, God’s Word had been forgotten. Have we lost God’s Word? For too 

many Christians their Bible sits on a table collecting dust, perhaps to be opened on Sunday. Our nation has 

drifted far from the biblical principles it once claimed to love. Many so-called churches have abandoned the 

preaching of the Word for their own “self-help” and “feel good” philosophies. However, true Christians are 

known by their love and obedience to the Word of God. Does this describe you or is the Bible still a “lost 

book” in your life? 

 

2. “My Anger Will Burn Against This Place.” For the nation of Judah it was too late! Josiah’s reforms only 

delayed the inevitable. Sin and idolatry had sunk so deep into the hearts of the people that nothing could 

remove it. Though they outwardly followed the king’s lead, when Josiah was gone they went right back to 

their old sinful ways. God’s promise of judgment did not stop King Josiah from trying to revive his nation. 

And though the nation was not saved, it is certain that many individual lives were changed and turned back 

to God. As we see our nation fall farther away from God, we need to learn a lesson from Josiah. While we 

may not be able to turn around the nation, we can reach individuals for the cause of Christ. What are you 

doing to reach those around you with the message of salvation? How is your life and witness having an 

impact for the kingdom? 
 

 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: 2 Chronicles 33-36 


