
JESUS PAID IT ALL 
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[1] I hear the Savior say            [2] Lord, now indeed I find 

“Thy strength indeed is small            Thy power and Thine alone 
Child of weakness, watch and pray            [CHORUS]       Can change the leper’s spots 
Find in Me thine all in all”           Jesus paid it all       And melt this heart of stone 
             All to Him I owe 
[3] For nothing good have I   Sin had left a crimson stain      [4] And when before the throne 
Whereby Thy grace to claim   He washed it white as snow      I stand in Him complete 
I’ll wash my garments white            “Jesus died my soul to save” 

In the blood of Calvary’s Lamb            My lips shall still repeat 
   
 

Elvina Hall sat in her usual seat in the choir loft at the Monument Street Methodist Church in Baltimore, Maryland on a 

Sunday morning in 1865. The pastor’s prayer had gone particularly long that morning and her mind began to wander. She 

began to think about the price Jesus paid on the cross for our salvation. Her mind was flooded with words that she just had 

to write down before she forgot them. Having no paper, she scribbled them down on the inside cover of her hymnbook. 

The words flowed easily as she continued to jot them down throughout the sermon. 

 

After the service, the 45-year old widow showed her poem to the pastor, apologizing for not listening very well to his 

message. The words touched her pastor as well and he took them to his office. He remembered earlier in the week the 

church organist John Grape had given him some music he had just composed. Grape was a coal merchant who dabbled in 

music. His tune had no lyrics but he had entitled it “All To Christ I Owe.” When the pastor compared Elvina’s words to 

John’s music it was a perfect match. This was the birth of the hymn ‘Jesus Paid It All.’ 

 

Elvina Hall and John Grape worked together to complete and fine-tune the song. The pastor then encouraged them to send 

it to Professor Theodore Perkins who published the ‘Sabbath Hymns’ periodical and he printed it in his magazine. It has 

been a popular song for churches ever since. The original song had two more verses that are not in most hymnbooks 

today. 
 

  And now complete in Him    When from my dying bed 

  My robe, His righteousness    My ransomed soul shall rise 

  Close sheltered ‘neath His side    “Jesus died my soul to save” 

  I am divinely blest     Shall rend the vaulted skies 
 

The original lines of the final verse have been combined with this other verse in modern hymnbooks. The original last 

verse read: “And when before the throne / I stand in Him complete / I’ll lay my trophies down / All down at Jesus’ feet.” 

 

This is a beautiful song that reminds us that we can do nothing to earn our salvation. Jesus paid it all! Jesus washed “the 

crimson stain” of our sin “white as snow” (Isaiah 1:18). The Apostle Paul said, “For I know that good itself does not dwell 

in me, that is, in my sinful nature…Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7:18, 25). 

 

 

 

Listen to ‘Jesus Paid It All’ @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D5DyeCx8H4U 
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