
ISAIAH 53: STRENGTH THRU WEAKNESS 

Friday, January 20 

Reading: Isaiah 53:1-6 
 

Isaiah 53:5  But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought  

us peace was on Him, and by His wounds we are healed.  
 

Jewish rabbis have struggled with Isaiah 53. At the time Jesus was on earth, most of the Jewish people 

understood the prophet to be talking about the Messiah. Why else would the early church use Isaiah 53 in its’ 

teachings (see John 12:37-38; Acts 8:26-35; 1 Peter 2:21-25). But as the Christians grew in their use of Isaiah’s 

words, the Jewish rabbis moved away from the Suffering Servant as Messiah. They claimed the “he” in this 

passage refers to the nation of Israel as a whole (or at least the faithful remnant of Israel). They claim it is a 

picture of Israel’s suffering at the hands of their enemies. 

 

Their major problem is how does the suffering of Israel heal the wounds and pay for the sins of others! Israel’s 

suffering was punishment for their own sins. While the faithful remnant suffered with the sinners, their 

suffering was in no way atonement for others. So the Suffering Servant must be someone who suffers and dies 

for the redemption of others – namely “His people.” This could only apply to the Messiah, Jesus Christ. 

 

In the previous chapters, Isaiah has said much about “the arm of the Lord” and its’ power to save. Surprisingly, 

now Isaiah reveals that the arm of the Lord will be revealed in weakness and rejection. The power of God will 

be displayed, not in beauty or majesty, but in suffering and pain. Messiah would not come in glory but in 

humility. The people would not be drawn to Christ. They would “hide their faces” and consider Him “in low 

esteem.” In His suffering, they believed God was punishing Him! 

 

But His rejection and humiliation was for their benefit. Listen to the crescendo of graphic words Isaiah uses to 

describe the Suffering Savior – “pain, suffering, stricken, afflicted, pierced, crushed, wounded.” All this was for 

our transgressions and iniquities and brought us peace.  

 

Isaiah says we are wayward sheep, each doing things our own way and moving farther away from God. But all 

our sins were laid on Him – the Suffering Servant. When Peter quotes these verses centuries later he writes, 

“For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your 

souls” (1 Peter 2:25). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

The arm of the Lord was revealed in weakness – the shame and humiliation of a cross. And it is the same in  

our lives! At a point when the Apostle Paul was suffering greatly, he cried out for God to release him from his 

“thorn in the flesh.” Christ’s answer was, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in 

weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:7-9). 
 

In our lives, Christ is exalted in our weakness and hardship. When we are beyond our limits of endurance, 

Christ’s power is revealed when we trust Him and with Paul proclaim,  
 

“Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s 

sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong”  

(2 Corinthians 12:9-10). 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Isaiah 49-53 


