
PRAISE YOU IN THIS STORM 

Sunday, January 1 
 

 

[1] I was sure by now      [PRE-CHORUS] And as the thunder rolls 

God, You would have reached down    I barely hear Your whisper through the rain 
And wiped our tears away     “I’m with you” 
Stepped in and saved the day     And as Your mercy falls 
But once again, I say “amen”     I’ll raise my hand and praise the God 
And it’s still raining      who gives and takes away 
 
[2] I remember when      [CHORUS] And I’ll praise You in this storm 

I stumbled in the wind      And I will lift my hands 
You heard my cry       For You are who You are 
And raised me up again      And every tear I’ve cried 
My strength is almost gone     You hold in Your hand 
How can I carry on      You never left my side 
If I can’t find You?      And though my heart is torn 

        I will praise You in this storm 
 

[BRIDGE] I lift my eyes unto the hills 
Where does my help come from? 
My help comes from the Lord 
The Maker of heaven and earth 
            (from Psalm 121:1-2) 

 
 

“Praise You in This Storm” was released by the band Casting Crowns in 2005. The band’s lead singer Mark 

Hall explains how it was written for a little girl named Erin. She was six years old when she accepted Jesus as 

her Savior. She was diagnosed with cancer the following year. By the age of eight Erin was visiting churches to 

give her testimony. The cancer went away for a time but then came back with a vengeance. Erin loved Casting 

Crowns and had choreographed a dance to one of their songs. On Valentine’s Day of 2004, Mark and the band 

met with Erin and her family before the performance. The next few months were hard. Mark received regular 

email updates from Erin’s mother Laurie. Her struggles and faith are what inspired the song.  
 

“Her mother began including us in emails that she was writing to her group of supporters. They were constantly going back 

and forth to doctors and hospitals for treatments. I still have most of them. The journey this mom went through was just 

amazing. There's no way I'll ever be able to understand what she was going through. These emails described the journey of 

her faith and what her worship would look like. One day it was, 'We're going to be okay. We have faith God is going to do 

this.' And then another would be like, 'What is the deal? Is he even here? 
1 Sometimes Laurie had questions: "What's going 

on? I feel like I'm all alone in this." But her love of Jesus remained fervent even though she questioned what was going on 

and didn't really understand the reasons. It was raw, rare faith, and it was inspiring.
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Erin never got to hear the song inspired by her story. She passed away on November 1, 2004 at the age of 10. 

Her mother said she felt a special peace when Erin passed. She knew that Erin was finally where she always 

wanted to be - in the presence of Jesus. She left behind a testimony of her love for Jesus. Her mother 

remembers, “Erin would be so happy to know that other people were being touched by something written for 

her, because she was never about herself. She was about other people. Other kids at school would say 'I want to 

be like Erin.' And she would say, 'No, you don't. You want to be like Jesus.'"
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Can you trust and praise the Lord during the storms of your life? 

 
 

 

Listen to ‘Praise You In This Storm’ sung by Casting Crowns @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EjZBZv_771o 
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